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2 Pet, 3. 16. - 
As one that in all his Epiſtles fpeaks of theſe things,in which are ſome 
things hard to be IR which they that are unlearged and un- 6 
fable wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, wnto their own de> 


LA 


Heſs words that I am * allotred to ſpeak from at this, Lo 
time, have refpeA, as it ſhould ſeem, to ſuch things 45-51; 


the: Apoftle had -fpoken of before, which things Pat Aoaſir | 


_— tome to be rhoſe that are contained from the 
ME apt an Chapter to the end of the 13th verſe of this- 
Chapter, and the 24th vezſe contains Peters 
Regt rk th Trl verſe, by. his Brother Pauls writings, 
3 as of the F wming + cri 
of _ the - _ [us, To 6: Fug things, ſuck as ar& hercin/ccond cc- 
- the which (that is ) Pauls way in his Tz mem 
Epttttes, a6 things were-hard to be under{tood, and ſoindeed ,} Pauls 
was the comi crit Io Jeſs, * wine it ſbould feers was Epifter- 
hardof them tobe under by his carneſt 
writing to the; « The Cxerd wr he exhorts-them, T Mes. x, - 
iy got- ae be moved, neither — Word, nor Epiſtle, 2. a: the 
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Siapd this,it ſhoult ſeemm,thoughhe Kr rran irbefore;. 
Jer rorfienvitwas Hard" to be OE nſtendy which-had'the- true- 
feremeant, whichitliings they thatwere-unkarmd/and! 
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2 The Sufficiexcy of tþe\Spirits Teaching, 
deſtruttion ; therefore the great thinF-here to be minded, is to find 
out what this learning isthat Peter, here zntends. And ſecondly, 
who they be that are the unlearned ones, and by Pe | oe 
eaſily find who they be that are'the perverters of the Scriptiites to 
their own deſtru&10n. For this end therefore I will confider what 

114 {his learning not; and then what'it is, OO 

jearningit It 1s not Humane Learning”: Fhat T may not bemiſconceived 

# nt. aboutit, I will here lay down my underſtanding in it; and b 

Humane Learning T do not mind the knowledg and underſtand- 
ing of our own language, which every man, of what Tongue 
ſeoyer he.be,might in ſome meaſure -be taught of another, as the 
Parents teach their Children, and they learn of them ; of this 
there isa nggural neceſſity, as the Apoſtle faith, How ſhall they 
beleive in-him of whom they have not heard ? Now the hearing 
there mentioned, muſt needs be a natural hearing, ſeeing it is ſet 
before Faith ; and this hearing muſt needs be the underſtanding! 
of the ſound of words ſpoken. Now thus Peter and Fohy, and all 

. the reſt learned the fooliſh things ſpoken of, x Cor. 1. 21. And 

thus I acknowledge that there is none but in ſome meaſure have 

this learning, and muſt” of neceſſity. have it, to underſtand Gods 
mind in an ordinary way : But by Humane Learning, all along 
in this matter, which I oppoſe, it 1s the knowledge of Arts an 


Rom. 10. 
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Sciences, divers Tongues, and much reading, and a perſiſting in , *| 


\ theſe things, ſo as therby to be made able to underſtand the mind 
ofGod in his word;this is it that I condemn from the word of truth, 
for being that, by which any 1s made able ſpiritually to under- 
ſtand the mind of God, which the Apoſtle ſaith, cannot beattain- 

i Cor.2.13 ed to,by-the words which mans wiſdom teacheth ;all which, theſcex- 
cellenetes are faid tobe : So'that by Humane Learning, I do, here ; 
unflerſtand, that whereby certain men doexcell, and arefarabove 
and beyond other ordinary men ; and in this ſenſe do I under- 
{tand, that the Councel judged Peter and John to be no [uch. 

At54-13- Jeerned men. For we in common ſpeech do oppoſe a learned man. . 
to-one that otherwiſe can” tead arid write in his own Tongue, 
though he do not underſtand the grounds of his own "wg as 
the other man that is learned doth, as may appear by the Book 

called the Eneirſh Schoolmafter ; and ſo ſuch learning do I nat 

ont poke wag poaav. 8 conceive. 


Without HUMANE LEARNING. 
conceive to be here meant, which I conclude for theſe Rea- 
fons. 

x. Becauſe that then Peter muſt of neceſſity condemn himſelf, reed 
for he was a man, that inthe 6 councels knowledge was ſuch an,” * 
unlearned man, and ſo muſt needs himſelf lie under that bame 
that he lays upon others ; therefore Humane Learning 1s not here 
that which he intends. 

2. Becauſe Humane Learning is a e rudiment of this world; Redfin 2: 
hence'it is that our Saviour acknowledgeth that his Myſteries - — wo 
were hid from the d learned ; but they were not hid from his | 7 
Diſciples, For unto them it was e given to know the Myſteries of e Mat.12. 
the Kingdom : And the rudiments of this world are not after Chriſt, 92:3. 
the Apoſtle tells us; therefore Humane Learning cannet be it 
that Peter here minds. 

3. Becauſe the * natural man cannot f perceive the things of Goa; Korg car- 
bur a meer natural man, may be a great worldly learned man, x. { ;. 
as were the Agyptians and Babylonians, and as are many of the f 1 Cor. 2. 
Romiſh Preiſts and Jeſuits ; therefore for this cauſe, that is not '4 
the learning here meant. Sy 

4. Becauſe ſuch of Gods Servants, as have ſuch kind of learn- geafn 4. 

ing, when as they came to know way 4: they forſook it all; As 2 _ 7. 
Moſes, when he came to Age, though he was g, learned in all the ** 
wy of the Aigyptians, yet-by faith he forſook all the treaſures 
of A*gypt ; and this being one of A£gyprs treaſures, he forſook 
'this alſo, for when he ſaith rreaſwres, there is none excepted ; 
therefore in as much as /earning was one, as well as riches and 
hozo::rs, he forſook. that alſo, as ſeeing by faith a better treaſure 
in the worſt condition among the people of God, then in the 
world, ſuppole it be learning. 

The hke 1s to be ſeen in Pazl, who counted all things loſs and 
aung that he might win Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs of the Law 
it ſelf, which is far beyond all this, and all this he did, that he 
might know him: Wherein the Apoſtle gives me to underſtand, 
that all ſuch things were but hindrances to keep him from the 
knowledge of Chriſt to ſalvation, which 1s it that here T mind 
allo; therefore likewiſe this is not the /car»ing here meant, ſee- 
mg it was rejetted of them, therefore it was no help nor fur- 

. B therance 


The Sufficiexcy of the Spirits Teaching, 
therance to them to know Chriſt by, but lets and hinderances, 
and {o much appears by thoſe Converts in As 19. 18, 19. Whs 
when they believed, are ſaid, ſuch of them as uſed curious Arts, ts 
*The price 117 their Books, * declaring that how they had met with learn- 
whereof ing ef far greater worth, than their curious Arts, and therefore- 
piece: of NOW they burn their Books, declaring now they had no more 
ſilver. needofthem ; and ſo I conclude, that ſuch as this was not the 
learning here meant, 
What 1 now come to manifeſt what learning it is the Apoſtle here intended. 
Hearing Now the learning here intended by the Apoſtle, it is as I un- 
* derſtand, that ſound knowledge and ſure information that every 
Col.2.7. Chriſtian hath in Feſ#s Chrift, whereby he is ſo deeply rooted 
Epi.3-17» and ſo ſurely grafted into him by faith, as thar he abide: UNMo- 
Pet.2 .6. Veably ſetled 1n him, as thereby he abides ſtable in the ſure 
knowledgeand underſtagding of the Word of Chriſt,and ſo much 
here methinks the Apoſtle gives us to underſtand, how that the 
wnlearned,they be unftable ; then on the contrary, the /earned they 
are ſtable, believing, and being laid on the true foundation, they 
ſhall never be confounded, or aſhamed, Now ſuch as theſe are, 
that are learned, as the tyuth is ix Feſus, theſe may well ſay to the 
greateſt worldly learned ones, as Philip ſaid to the Exnnch, Un- 
derftandeſt thou mhat thou readeft ? not only ſo, but ſuch may 
teach them the underſtanding of the myttery, ſaying, Theſe 
are taught and inſtruCted by the teachings of the Spirit of God, 
b 1 Cor. 2. agreeable to theſe Scriptures: h T hat it hath not entred into-the 
_ heart of man to conceive of that which God by his Spirit ( which 
ſcarcheth the deep things of God ) hath revealed nnto ns. And 
this the Apoſtle further explains, T hat as no man knows the things 
of a man, Foe the ſpirit of a man which is in him ;, ſo the things of 
« ,.. Gedknows no man, (no nota tans learned man) but by the 
Fe ag ſpirit of God: And ſo he goes on, to difference the ſpirit of the 
between World * from Gods ſpirit, and ſhews, that that is it whereby the 
*2 teae= things of God are known, and alſo manifeſted to others ; fo 
G3, 4 thatall the things of God, both for matter and manner, flow 
r:t,aud the from the wiſdome of Gods ſpirit, and not what mans wiſdome 
embed *-teacheth, which is to compare ſpiritual things and carnal 
Tenoes, things together, as Tongues and Arts, and ſuch like ; but Gods 
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Withous HUMANE LEARNING. ou 
Spirit teacheth us to compare ſpirituall things with ——_—_ things, 

and ſo he goes on, and declares,that onely ſuch that are taught 

by the Spirit, are capable of true diſcerning of ſpiritual oo 
without being juſtly condemned of any , as truly having the 

mind of Chriſt, rightly and truly knowing the things that are 

of God ; and with this agrees the witne {5 of John, i ſaying, i 1 Job. 2. 
Theſe things have I written unto you concerning them that decerve 26,27. 
you ; whereby it appears, they had decetvers about them, and 

thoſe things were written cOncereges uch : But faith the Apoſtle | 
in oppoſition to their deceivings, ye have received the Anointing 


of him that dwells in you, and this anointing that they had re- | 
ceived doth he oppoſe to their deceiving, as being able throughly | 
to teach them ſo,as that they needed not that any man teach them, | 
ſave as that anointing taught them : Then ſeeing that that anoin- 
ting never did teach ſuch T ozgzes or Arts, as were humane, there- | 
fore the Saints by the Apoſtles grant had not need of any fuch 
learning, and yet thisanointing taught alltruth and obedience in 
it alſo. And yet further & our Saviour himfelfe concludes this point, kJoh.16.7, | 
[bewing, that when he hath ſent the Comforter, the Spirit of Irath __ 
to them, that then he ſhall lead thews into ell truth. Whence Ido 
conclude, that for the Diſciples knowledge of the truth, there 
| to the mind of him that was 
Truth, but the Sperit of God tolead them into all truth: without 
all errour, teaching by no'humare means ; the reafon why is ren- 
dred, becauſe it is ſuiticient, and that is becauſe it ſpeaks from 
the Father, agreable to that of oar Saviout taken from the pro- 
phet, T hat | we ſhall be all taught of God ; and fo indeed beirg taught { Joh.6.45- 
of the Spirit, we are taught of the Father and the Son ao, which 
are all one ; and ſo our learning comes to-us, being 'taught of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, for all our Inftrufters and Councellors, 
and this is all the earning that we need, to know the things of 
God by, agreabke to his will. So from theſe words thus inter- 
preted, the.concluſion comes-to this. 
 Thas ſuch as are taught by the Sperit of God,. deſtitute of Humane Proyoſiti- 
Learning, are the learned ones, that truly underſtand the Scriptures, ® 
according to Peters mind. ; 

Ifay, ſuch as are taught by the Spirit, without Humane Lear- 
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. The Sufficiency of the Spirits Teaching, 
2112, are ſuch perſons as rightly underſtand the word : And this 
(methinks) the whole Council of Feruſalem, as wicked as they 
were, did in effect conclude, m» conſidering Peter and John, 
though unlearned men, yet they knew they had been with Je/#s 
by their boldneſs, and fo they had nothing to ſay againſt it ; and 
yet though men ſhould oppoſe it,Chri/ Jeſus our Lord » juſtifies 
It, with great thankfulnels to his father, that having hid thoſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, he had revealed them to Babes. 
Now that pings Anryo o needs be by the Spirit, according to 
that, r Coy. 2. 10. on this manner is it that our Lord com- 
forts his Diſciples, telling them, that all things were yiven him 
of his father to reveal ; and ſo in that regard he tells them, that 
bleſſed are the eies that fee that that they ſaw, which was, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, God manifeſted in the fleſh, which many wiſe men an1 
Kings deſired to fee, but could not ſee it ; and ſo that was now made 
manifeſt to them, which before was hid from wiſe men and 
Scribes, and ſo was at the preſent alſo ; for few of the wiſe could 
attain to the knowledge of him and his doCtrine, as they did. 
Now with this alſo agrees what our o Saviour affirms to the 
Sudauces, who by reaſon of their wiſdom and learning thought 
to-have intangled him, he tells them, that they erred, not jos 
the Scriptures, for all their great learning being deſtitute of Gods 
Spirit. Now by theſe Scriptures, this poiat being thus confirmed, 
good reaſon'alfo may by Gods Word be brought for the further 
juſtifying of it : As, | : | 

| Firtbecauſe it is the good pleaſure of God to place our Sa/va- 
tion in great contempt and enmity to mans wiſdom : Hence 1s it 
that the Apoſtle faith, that he preached Chriſt crucified to the Fews 
4 ftirtbling block, and'tothe Grecians fooliſhneſs: For the Jews,we 
read, in great contempt refuſed him ; as Pilate bid them: behold 
your 4 King prefently, they cry, Away with . him , away with him, 
rrucifie him. And ſo when Pilate had wrote on the Crols, that he 
was King of the Jews, they. took it as a great prejudice to them, 


and therefore wiſhed him to write;That he ſaid he was Kyng of 
the Jews. 

Fo ſo as Peter tells them in Afts 3. They. denied him, and ae- 
fired a murtherer tobe given them : And to this agreed the Gen- 


tiles, 
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tiles;for they had their hands alſo in his Death: And we find 
that when as Pasz/ preached him at Athens, that this ſaying of 
the 2s yrs here is made good, both of Jews and Gentiles ; and 


Acts 17. 
18, 23. 


indeed they both agree to hang him, betwixt Heaven and Earth, 
as being in their > and worthy of neither, and yet even in this 
crucihed Feſzs, lies-contained the ſalvation of r all (both Jews 7A 4 
and Gertiles) that are ſaved ; and in this deſpiſed Jeſus, are all to *© 
rejoyce with the s Apoſtle to ſalvation ; for in him,thus diſhono- - r Cor. 2. 
rable and unmeet 1n mans wiſdem, /ye hid all our heavenly t Gn. 
treaſures of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanitification and rd: mption ; for t Cy.2, 
he is the wiſdom of God, and.pomer of God, x Cor. r. 24. Mn aa 
Another reaſon, why ſuch as have Gods Spirit, deſtitute of 49: 2- 
Hin ine Learning, come thus to know Gods mind, is, Thar ( as 
the « Apoſtle declares ) no fleſh ſhould rejoyc? in Gods:preſence ; « 1 Cor. 1. 
now this learning is but fleſhly and carnalt : Now the Apoſtles 25 
advice is,though we had kiown x —_ Jeſus after the fleſh, . » Cor.s. 
et now coming to-be after God, we ſhould henceforth know 16. 
tim ſo nomore; and here is a ſufficient reaſon, becauſe knowteaze 
is ſubjett to puff us up, as ſaith the y Apoſtle : When as love, and, ' Cn 
the learning of the Spirit, keeps us low in our own- eyes, and 
cauſeth, as Solomon ſaith, our minds to be good, making us ſuitable 
to the Apoſtles exhortations, = ſaying, be not high: minded, but *, 
make your ſelves equal to them of lower ſort ; be not wiſein your 
ſelves, but a let every man eſteem others better than himſelf ; and 70-2 
if any glory, let bim by * glory in the Lord. Now he that hath theſe z,. 1 


things, as Humane 97 Wh and Wiſdom more then- another, *Heregio-- 
uly with himſelf, whether he doth 7,7 5" 


kt him weigh and conſider 
not think, and conclude, that he,in regard of theſe things, is not » oppoſet 
more to be reſpected, then they that are without them? Now 7 «"-- 


- ; —— Ip ; =P lory , 
then c this rejoycing is not good, for it is a rejoycing in the fleſh, CE 


and ſuitable to works, and ſo not of God ; and yet ſo isat, that mn 
c 1 Cor. 5. 


for our hearts we cannot but think better of our ſelves for theſe ;- 


things, then of others without them ; and ſo we may ſee the 4Rom.4 2 


Apoſtle words fulfil Pd, that #he wifdom of the e fleſh, that 1s, what- *Rou.S.3 ; ? 


loever the fleſh is excellent in, it 1s exmity to God,it is not:ſubjett. 
to the Law of God, neither indeed can be. | 
Another: 


7Ron. 12... 


a Pivil. 2.3--. 
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The Sufficiancy of the Spirits Teaching, 
Another cauſe, why the Spirits teaching is ſufficient without Hy- 
»4ne Learning, 1s, becaule, as the: Apoſtle farth, we are compleat in 
h:,that 15, perfeCt and full in him ; and this he ſtrengthens yer 
turther from this conſideration, that he is the Head of all Prin- 
cipalities and Powers ; ſo that if there were any thing elſe to 
make us compleat, he - being the Head of all, we ſhould have 
It ; but he hath given nothing bur his f Spirit to profit withal, 
theretore We are compleat by it alone ; and therefore it is that 
Parl g exhorts Timothy to keep that which was committed to 
him, which was the Faith taught by the word and Spirit, and 
wiſheth him roavoid and beware of Science, that is, all know- 
ledge natural, which is comprehended under h Philoſophy, learn- 
4, prophane bablings, and oppolitions to the Faith of Chrilt ; 
and ſo much 1s by the a le there declared, ſaying, which 
while ſome have luſted after, they have erred from the Faith. So that 
it is moſt plain and clear, that theſe things are ſo far from per- 
fetting men, or helping of them in the knowledge of the truth, 
as that they hinder, and cauſe ſuch as profeſs them to erre from 
the Faith. Even all the ſeven Liberal Sciences, for all is but 
Science, and all this Science or knowledge t falily ſaid to be of 
uſe in the Goſpel ; prophane and yain bablings are far better 
names for them, and oppoſitions, according to Paws teaching ; 
and he faith of himſelf, I rhink I have the Spirit of God, and fo in- 
deed he had without doubt, and fo our ground remains good, 
that we are compleat in Chriſt Jeſus 
Another conſideration confirming this concluſion, is from the 
Apoſtles i advice, Let wo map deceive himſelf ; and that in the 
true way of attaining wiſdome, he declares what it 1s, tn theſe 
words, T hat ſuch an one 15 to become a fool, that he may be: miſe, and 
how is that, but by knowing that indeed there 1s notiung 1n 
all mans wiſdome, to be any whit helpful , but hurtful to him, 
in attaining and comprehending the wiſdome of God in Chriſt : 
Now what 1s more fooliſh to a man then to know that there 1s 
nothing that all the wits of man can reach unto, that can beneft 
him ? and if nothing, then not the thipg .in queſtion, but that it 
muſt needs be,that we muſt be fools to it ; and what s the true 


mark of a fool, but to be ignorant, and without —— 
there- 
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therefore we call them fools in the world, and (o is it here: The 
belt way for a man todeccive himfelf, is to.know nothing of this 
Learning, nor any other fleſhly excellency, that ſo he may learn 
true wiſdome ; and the Apoſtle doth (methinks ) ſufficiently 
confirm this advice of his againſt all exceptions, T he Lord txows 
( ſaith he) that the thoughts of men be vain : Men think highly of 
their own conceits this way, yet if no man will take this ns 
counſell for wiſdome in this kind, yet the Lord concludes the 
truth of it, and he knows the thoughts of men to be vain, thar 
think Humane Learning ſome help : but let them think what they 
will, the Lord is againſt them in it, for he knows that it 1s {ure 
that they are deceived, for his thoughts be not as mans thoughts. 


9 


Now another cauſe that confirmes me in this Concluſion, 1s, Reaſon 5. 


becauſe that whereſoever the Apoſtle honours the Spirits teach- 
ing, and preferres it, uſually heat the ſame time caſts contempt 


_ this learning, as is to be ſeen in many placess. & Chrift , ; Cor.r. 
(laith he) ſent me to preach the Goſpel, not with the wiſdom of words, 17:18. 


leſt I ſhould make the Croſs of Chriſt, or the Goſpel of Chriſt of none 
5 Flparect we lee, _ J.c 7 reaſon la rejects AT ve 
wiſdom of words in preaching of the Goſpel, and that is, lel 
if he ſhould have done otherwiſe, he ſhould make it of noeffeR, 
becauſe he was to declare, the ſincere word, without the leaſt 
mingling; as ifhe ſhould ſay, ſuch manner of preaching is a fooliſh 
preaching, but it 15 ſoonely to them that = but to ſuch as are 
ſaved it is the power of God, withont what man expeRts: and 


therefore he /ſaith again, he was jealous over them with'a godly | 2 Cox.14. 
jealouſie, for he had prepared them a pure Virgin for Chriſt : but 2, 3. 


faith he, I fear that as the Serpent beguiled Eve, but how ? through 
his ſubtilty, ſo your minds [hould be corrupt,that is putrified,and'In« 
fected from the ſincerity that 1s 1a Chrift - This we-ſee was Pauls 
feare, that while he was abſent their minds ſhould be withdrawn 
from the fooliſhneſs of the Goſpel, and the ſimplicity, ſincerity, 
and truth thereof, and this. they ſhould be withdrawn from by 
the ſubtilty of Satan that old Serpent, in his inftruments the falſe 
Teachers; this he feares, becauſe of their fleſhlineſs that was in 
them, which was ready to yeeld to their wiles by reaſon of their 


ſubtilty that way, for by fair words and flatteries they deceived _ 


the: 
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”Rom. the 7m-hearts of the ſimple, and with this their craftinels they lic 
, FaneC , In wait to # deceive ; thus contemptuouſly doth Pau/ peak of 
14. -. thoſe things, in oppoſition to the true /-arnizg, as 15 further to 
be ſeen in many- places, of which T will name one more, and 
that from the Apoſtle Peter in his- ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 1. 
Verſe 16. For we, {aith he, followed not deceivable Fables, when 
we opened unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus. Now 
ſuch names as theſe are doth the Apoſtle chuſe to caſt on mans 
+ ag excellencies, as in divers other oplaces, which declare what con- 
Ti.29. 56 is calt cn ſuch learning in oppoſition to the Spirit of 
_ Cod. 
R-4jou 6. Now one thing more, which I conceive obſerveable for the 
proof of this point in hand, is drawn from the 2 Cor.'2. 10. The 
-\pirit ſearches the deep things of God, and verſe 14. The ſpiritual 
ian diſcerns all things ; if then' the ſpirit ſearcheth the dee 
things of £od, and that diſcerns all things, - what need we more! 
And with this agrees the Apoſtle Johs, ſaying, And ye need not 
p 1 Joh... bat. any man teach you, ſave as that Anointing teacheth you p. Then 
27. I conclude, That we need not that any man teach ns, not the Maſter, 
ny any of his followers, for the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt do learn 
( as th. :ruty rs )in him, and of him, and they have received the 
Spirit of Gea, that they.m:ight know the things of God; therefore we 
may well be without any mans learffing, and have no-need of it. 
And ſo the point is clear and plain, That ſuch as are taught by Gods 
Spirit without that learning, do truly underftanrd the Word. 

I judge it neceſſary alſo to be underſtood of the Reader, what 
E.dounderſtand by Humane Learning : by Human? Wiſdom, 10do 
underſtand whatſoever appcarsexcellent in mans underſtanding, 
as he 151eft without Gods Spirits teaching, this the more ex» 
cellent it is to him that is carnal, {yo much che worſe it is ; there- 

7.1.21 {OTC It is ſaid of ſuch by the Apoſtle, 7 hat when as they profeſſed 
21.14.22. themſelves to be wiſe, then they became fo-Ir. And {aith our Saviour, 
If the light which is in thee (which 1 mind to be meant of mens 
underſtanding and wiſdom) be darkz ſc, how croat is that darks 
»:{s ? So that by mans wifdom, T underitand , » hatfo: ver frems 
excellent to him with which he would honour God withha!, that bets 
. wot ;the Author of, as Eloguence, ane! fair Speeches, and any thing in 
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that way, fuch as the Greeks ſought after, as men do now adays ; 
this I do the rather differ from Flemane Learning, becauſe it ſeems 
tome that the Scripture differenceth them, A#s 22. and the 

rightly underſtood, may- prevent juſt exception, and 
give light to the right underſtanding of the whole matter; for 
this wiſdom is made by: the _— and that rightly,to be enmity pus, 
ts the Spirit of God,and impoſſible to ſubmit to it,it is ſo contrary. 

Now follows to be anſwered ſuch. ObjeCtions as are made 
againſt it: 'As: firſt, that of Paul, in x Tim. 3:6. That a Biſhop 1 04je. 
wuſt be no young Scholar, leſt he being puſfed up, fall into the condem- 
zation of the Dev4l. . 

The Scholarſhip Pal means here, is the teaching of the Spirit , ©": 
whereby the man is made ſound in the Faith ; for has Inna onely 
will make men low in their own eyes, a$1s before declared, and 
he that is unſound in the faith, will ever be found the moſt lofty, 

_ and puffed up in his own conceit, aid ſo be rejeted of God, * as 
the Devil was, though he was in heaven with God, yet being © 
puffed -up, he wasrejeCted of God, and fo 4 caſt down to Hei; 09 2Pet 2: 

| which example Paw here alludes, as Fconceive, and that rightly; * 

for 3 Bithop1n the-Church,)1s in reſpeC of his ſpiritual ſtate and 

placezin favour and fe/lowfhip with God, 'and that in' Heaven, as 

the whole Book of the Revelation deſcribes the Church to' be. C3 

Now ſuch as by the Churchſhould be choſen to that Rate, being < © 

young Scholars, that is ' not ſoundly tanphr in' the truth by the * 

Spirit, he is in great danger; the' more” other learning that he 

hath, fo much the more to be paffed/up. This Thelieve was the 

cauſe of Diotrephes r pride, he wanted this Scholarſhip and that -jok.35, 

cauſed him to ſeek the preheminence; and this, whatſoever our 1 

great Scholars think of themſelves, is the cauſe of the highcon- 

ceits that they have of themſelves, and their knowledgeand ut 
derftanding above others that want their learning, even this, 
becauſe they be but young Scholars ( if that) in the School of 

Chriſt ; and thence is it they are fo putt, up with the yain glory 

of their fleſhly earning, that they think that none that are not 

as themſelves are, fit to be their fellows; and ſo know: not how 

that they be wretched, poor, miſerable, blind, and naked ; though they 

conceive themſelves to be rich, and have need of nothing, as - 
C 
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"II the s Laodiceans, and {o indeed are gs _ ”_ apr yore 
31 of the Devil, as being rejzeted of God, for he reſiſts the proud, an 
+1.Pet.5.5 hire are puft up, and gives grace to the t den to ſuch 
as are low in their own eyes. Now whether theſe men hamanely 
learned, be they that are puft up, or low in their own eyes, as mean 
4s he that is unlearned, T leave. to all that have eyes to ſee and 
look into it, and fo to judge whether they are not yet to learn 
Pauls Scholarſhip. 

Further , I ſay, it-is here to be minded, that if it ſhould be 
Humane Learning that is here meant, then Pa»! ſhould teach 
T imothy for to teach the Church to chuſe ſuch Scholars, as had 
more carving than had their Maſter Chriſt Feſus : Now this, 

{ome ſay, is blaſphemy, and threaten me ſorely tor it. 
anſw. 1 no them, that conſidering Chriſt Feſus as God, according 
to the Divine Nature, {o is God over all, and ſo grves all —_ | 
»Jam.1.17 Afts 17.25. and ſohe is the u giver of every goodgift,and lo Hu- 
xRom. mane Learning and wiſdom are x of him ; ſo much ( but that 
11-3 menaremaliciouſly bent)they might diſcern,thatI in this Argu- 
- ment had not to deal with:him, as Goa, butas the Miniſter of God, 
«dminiſtring for the (good of \ſpis body , according to that, Luke 
* Whet 24. 18. * where he ith, 7 wy of _ Lord hath my”; oh 

6+, me that '| ſhonld miniſter, &c. and ſon this argument he is b 

by +4 «the Apoſtle x lr man, y Jeſus of Nazareth, a man a 
22. ed of. God; and ſuch a man ſo adminittring, Idoftillaffirm, and 
that with great' confidence, that he was'unkearned in this con- 
{ideration, and without the learning that we ſpeak of ; and ſo 
x 16.5.1. the Tongue of the = learned that was ſaid to be given him, is 
alk. 61.4. 8 interpreted by the ſame prophet, to-be the Spirit of God ; For, 
See fur. Tanth he, The Spirit of the Lord hath Anointed me that T ſhould 
ther of ths preach ; from whence is plain, T hat C brif Jeſws was learned of the 
wr wb kt Father to preach by the Spirit, without ane Learning, and 10 
cb { } much is plain to them that can believe the Scriptures, from 
John 7. 15. Wwherethe Jews admire, ſaying, How comes this man 
to know the Scriptures, ſeerng that he was never learned? From 
whence it 15 plain, that-as he was a man, he was unlearned in 
the letters of the Scriptures, though as God he knew all things, 
and by a Divine power, not Humane Learning, ſo much as bis 
| own 
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own natural Tongue by letter, as in the $ he could | 
take the Book ard read; and this doubtl I why _—_ 
the Jews are {aid to be aſtoniſhed at the hearing and ſeeing of 
him, as appears, Mazth. 13. 54, &c. Luke 4. 22. ſothat- 7 I 
allthis, my affirmation remains true, and ; hoc chal 
Learning {bould be it that is there meant $90 the Apo DD he 
was to teach the Servant to be above his Maſter, w as Chriſt 
Jeſus himſelf 6 faith, It is enough for the Diſciple to be as his bMat.roy 
Lord ; and he being deſtitute of Humane Learning, his Diſciples 
may well be without it _ any offence,and yet preach 
the Goſpel too. Now all this, there 
be them that will take c  Satſone's hogge nag lace, and ſtill accuſe A 6. 
me of blaſphemy, as th it may be 
may ſay true words, 2 har I 623 that oe ObriPass wi 
” Humane Learning, and {0 apply it to as God, when as 

| ns of him as man, they may there ſee themſelves ranked 

the number of them that are called by the x tern 
Full itneſſes, as walking in the ſteps of ts OE perſons, -+ 
* even ſuch as were always the Murtherers of » Chief 
Covi Fee nn and ad Servants ; and they that pe nz 
full ye envy, d 

things that were es of Paul, contrarying t 


them : Mark it, denied what he ta diſproved it 3s 
not, but ſpake ay it, and railed on i leſter 

poop. mois had a means toecxpel them out of their Coaſts; 
ſo was he, and ſuch like meaſure is ll tobe to befal 
ſuch as tread in his ſteps ; bur it is to be that envious 
ones are the movers it; and fo leaving of it, I cometo another 
exception, which 3s 

How ſuch as areuntkearned, will be able to the gen of 2 OhjeR. 
Gain ſerert ſeeing the Apoſtle requires of a e that he *T*1-17+ 
ſho be able ſo to do? 


Tenet 
Fo azers ſhould be fto wledge 0 
= that way that el iraths * Titws 1 9, which'is by * *The ug 


and an ers mourhs 
unwhol- 


ound Dottrine, - by wholeſome Dof#rine ; ; ſo thento goto 
[ark Bc thus wfiop tn MOR, is both anon, any Gan, 
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unwholeſome courſe; and 'it were far better in my judgment, 
and that according to Paul, and that their mouths ſhould e bleft 
een, then:that'they ſhould be Ropt after that manner, and that 
it hath not profited them in'the {piritual meaning of the word 
that have'beert exerciſed therein: So now it is high time, that 
we honouring the teaching of the Spirit, ſhould refuſe to meddle 
with ſuch as. go another way to work, then by it, to declare 

| Gods.mind to us, becauſe it alone is fufficient to /Fop the mouths 

FAR.6.10 of all Gainsfaycrs. t T hey-were not able to refiſt the Spirit (not the 
Tongues and Arts) by which he ſpake, for he uſed none of them, 
fer the weapons of our warfare are'nof carnal, ſo are Tongues and 
Arts, and ſuch like, bur yet mighty, not by man, but through 
God, to g caſt down holds; therefore this weapon. only is futficient 

,q ve ſtop the mouth of all Gain-ayers, and for fuch as thifeir.not 
ſufficient, much: good let their 'Humane Learning do them, and 
the good Lord give me of his holy Spirit only to do this work. And 
ſoIcome to the next exception, which 1s, | 

3 Obje?. That there was the uſe of T oxgnes in the Apoſtles times nth 
Churches, As 2. 8, 10, 19. 1 Cor. 12, 14: 

Arif. | This I grant was truez-but there we find that they were the 
iminediate gifts of God, freely given and beſtowed on them; as 
other ſpiritual gifts were, without their induſtry or pains, as 

b Acts 2: ppears:indivers h Scriptures ;' Now whereſoever fuch gifts are 

2.3. 276. tO. be found, them will I freely acknowledg, as being indeed 

4419-6. ſuitable to the Goſpel, which brings to us freely all good gifts, 

withaut any labour or pains of ours, and theretore alk is ſaid ro 

be of gift, left any man fhould boaſt: But if the T ongues that are 

X omar for, are-ſuch as are attained to by induſtry and pains ta- 

ing of our own, then they better ſuit with works than grace, 

*4r:s. for and 10 are more meet for '* Agypr and Babylon, then for the 

Feypt = Church of Jeſus Chriſt,+ which comes by all her precious gifts, 
ylon. | ; 

+ Graciow gratis, and therefore {uch as one for theſe things, as ſuitable to 

gifes for | the Miniſters, become in effett ſuitable with i Simon Magus; who 

+318 Would have obtained the gift of the Sprrit by mony, which there 

was the gift of T ongues, and if theſe T one nes pleaded for, be the 

ſame, they are all attained by mony ; and if this be ſo good a way 

now, why doth Pezer ſoevilly intreat him, for deſiring that for 


money, 


% Oo - LY 


-money, which all afterwards by theſe pleas were thereby to ob- 


- but the Woyd and Sprrir go together, therefore*thiey- are 1yable 


- without which none have part of fellowſhip of this bufine(s, ir 


'*-'Syppoſe two men," both alike induced with grace frorir God, 400; 
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atin? But: Peter, we ſee, perceives him' to be 7x the gall of b7t- 
tcrneſs, and the bond of iniquity, that ſhould ofer to!eek 'ro ob- 

tain the g:ft' »f Gods Sprrit that way} and-if they be Fwmane 
Excellencies, then of neceffity the courſe is to-be-tepented of 

alſo, that any ſhould offer to bring any humane: thing to Gods 

word, when asitisſo expreſly forbidden ns, That we pat nothing ay oo 
thereto, nor take any thing hevefoak, Put nothing to his word, Prov.30.6.. 
left he reprovet hee, and thou be found a lyar. abs is nothing 


to God's reproof, which is k Fearing in\pieces: Therefore!etallfuch , py. ;-.. 
as ſtand for ſuch 'earning to bring men tothe knowledge of Cads 21,22. 
Word, mind whether Perers exhottation ”; $5749 Mans, onsÞc 
not to, take place with them, namely to / repert of hit ther [A&3 222 
wickedneſs, & and acknowledge the dpiridlof God frebhh bejts _ 
ed, to be the alone furnifher of «s to that whith 3s righ*'inhis {frbt, 


undetſtandiyg and. unfolding. 6f the things of God; att fo, I. 
cornie to another exception, 02 Puna tis 907077 09 941d 


and ahke gifted by his Spirit, the'one a learned man, and the. 
other ati unlearned man, which of theſe'twaſhould be cha: 0 
:to:the'V-iniltryof Chriſt in his Church 2+ 07 oteme rent 
> *>The unlearved man* for theſe reaſons}. '” © | I Own 
Firſt, Becaiſe 3» * God reſpects-n0 mans perſon : Roy if God 412" 
ſhould take the learned man, therr he' muſt be reſpeRtedabbve «G1 w, 
the other for it, if he be of right-and gue to be preferred, Which refetteraf.* 
is wickedneſs once to think of-him, forall area as HA r&- 27/0, 
ſpe& : But the Scripture tells us, and thatfor goodreffon? 25 cujed the - 
without any -reſpet? at all, he of his good pleaſure, "and that nofleſp.unitarned 
ſhould glory, hath choſen the fooliſh things, andvilethings 1)rmuns ; Ga 
account, he hath choſen n the fooliſh things of this world t9*conr n 1 Cox.1.. 
found the wiſe : Then if God have fo thol8h/Net hitivitaye his own 27-- 
choice, it is meet he ſhould; for his choice is thebelt; avd theend jy Cor. 1. 
why he hath ſo choſcn, is, that he might confound the wiſe, and © 19-. | 
o fulfill his Word, as Paul p expreſſeth; and thus he cliuſeth; not 7" ++ 
only for Salyation, but for Miniſtration, the q fooliſh in mans 2Cor.z4.z 
account... 


_ "The Sufficiency of the Spirits Teaching, 
account; Paul it ſeems was ſo fooliſh in theirs and others ac- 
- count in his adminiſtration of the Word, as that they could ſcarcc 
 ſuffer-it, and this ſenſe muſt needs be good, though. the place 
be underſtood: of Gods voice to ſalvation only, which cannot be 


% 


x T_— the <-araþ. dp -arh as we may (ho Pauls "bag: _—_ 4 
: preaching the Goſpel, going onwards in oppoling the Scribe an 

Diſputer . of this World, to them that —_ not ſuch, and ſo 

comes to declare among whom it was that the Lord made his 

choice, and that was the fooliſh in the worlds eyes : But 

as I ſaid before, take the other for the ſenſe, and the point re- 

mains true,becauſe,that of ſuch asGod chuſeth to ſalvation of them, 

he chuſeth Miniſters, and for ſalvation, it is granted, he chuſeth the 

fooliſh ; then it muſt needs tollow, that out of the fooliſh alſo be 
chuſeth Minifters. 

Secondly, And this indeed is moſt ſuitable to the Goſpel, which 
+1 Cor.11. 5 1s it ſelf ſimplicity, and appears to the wiſdom of man fo to be, 
Ly and it 15 not meet, our Saviour ſaith, toput contraries together, 

45 4 new piece into an old garment, nor new wine into old veſſels, 
{1 ©: 1- but to haveall things ſuitable : Therefors ſeeing the Goſpels : 
* Fooliſh fooliſbaeſs, therefore it is meet he ſhould. have * fooliſh Miniſters 
*n efe in the wiſe worlds account, yea, and in his ſervants too, when as 
count was they ſee 45 maps ſees, and not as doth the Lord. For thus was it, of 
the Lords old, ſubjet to Samuel, the Lords Prophet, when as the Lord ſent 
-veice. him tothe houſe of Jeſſe, to anoint him as a Kjng, he ſeeing as 4 
« 1 Sam. | ax doth, he laid, u Surely the Lords Anointed is before we ;/but 
16.6.7  wefind that the Lord correQs that, and tells him, It was nor 
ſo, the more anlikely man, aud the unthought of one, was he that God 
bad choſen to: himſelf; and ſos; here, we are not to ſee as man ſces, 

but rv the Lord fs [ck | , p ; p 
bs Thurdly, God chuſeth theſe thivgs in oppoſition to others, to aſto- 
_ 4d niſh aa a of man : when that be $-vnue Fareed Peter and 
John were unlearned men, and without knowledge, they marvelled, 
31 Cor. 3. and were amazed: And ſo faith the Apoſtle, He y catcheth. the 
19%  miſcinther opncraft: they think that all knowledge lies in their 
Breaſts ; now the Lord he comes and makes fools wile, and ſo 
catcheth them,manifeſting,that their thoughts be but vain,in thin- 
king that the wiſe are them that God hath choſen, tor it is nos ſo, 


for 


BO 
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for he hath choſen the fooliſh to tonfound rhe wiſe, and therefore 
fuchas are godly wiſe, ſhould chuſe Gods wiſe, but the worlds 
fooliſh things for his ſerve, before the wiſe worlds ones; and ſo 1. 
come to another exception, which is, -_ 
If it be ſa»#ified, 1t muſt.needs be a good help to the right un- ; oljen.. 
ſantling of the truth.. 
It is true, if it be /ant7ified, ſo it is ; But how; or where doth 4»/v. 
that appear, that ever it was /azi#:ified? Hath not the Lord long 
_ told us by his « Prophet, and wiſhed his to. behold it, * * 25 
hat he would do a marvellous work ; and'then he doubles it again, © 
even a marvellous work and 4 wonder, and then all comes to: this, 
that he would chuſe to periſh, and deftroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and. 
caſt away the underſtanding of the prudent ; * and here, if we could , , ._.. 
ſee, wemight all of us ſtay our wondering at this ſtrange thing, :breamnes,. 
and conſider, the Lord 5. Hm it is a marvellous work and a won--b*cauſe the 
der, and fo our wondering and marvelling how theſe things xr grits 
come ſo to be, is but a fulfilling of Gods word; and men might. precepes of 
reft in it, and ſee in the next words, that. it is a woe to them for 3 
the former. abuſe of the ſame : and (0 mow 4s a' Malachy iaith, that ,Male 2: 
he woald rurfe their bleſſings, and that he had dope it already: to\ 
both which” agrees the Apoſtle, from 1/a/ah, and toncludes' alfo,'# » Cer. r.. 
that God hath deſtroyed it ; and in another place tells us, thar ir Rams. 
is enmity with God. How ſhall any dare fay then; Tr #r fantt;-"* The 
feet; whien' as fo plain a curſe is on it, as that we are Wiſhed ro/ 29s 
beware of being c ſpoiled by iz : Now are we wiſhed any where nor ſat 
to beware of being ſpoiled by that which & p12 us, ina fied in a 
ſpiritual way? Now theſe things can be ſendified no further then27"* 
they are of uſe, and that is but in a worldly way : for a ſpiritnal cCol.2.8.. 
vſe, they be accurſed from it. 3,5 Ms | 
Now another exception from theſe things -thus minded is,. , Obje8: 
That by this all Humane Learning ſeems utterly to be con-- od 
demned. nſw. 
I Anſwer, that.it follows not becauſe it is-not to beallowed Maran 
in this way, om therefore ANG of any _ ;or I'do —_— ; its 
ledge it init ſelf tobea thing, *an nitsproperplace, 7,7” 
CIOh is for the wks. inp that d PF. which wi upon man Ge M12. 
for fin : ſo, 1 ſay, it is of good u%, for the repairing of -thar pon. ary 


>x-of of te ployments it is good ; butbringit once to the perfeQting of the 


"Ther Saffaiency of the Spirits Teaching, © 
aad ſo fit far Stateſmen, Phyſitians, Lawyers,and Gentlemen, yea, 
all men. ſo far a3 they can attain to it, are as men beyond arid 
bove others that are without it, yea, and beyond all other ex- 
cellencies that this world can afford, but bring it once to be an, 
& Rp pderf \ mind of God in the boly Seriptures, and there 
- e lth roſs avd 42g 1n that reſpeCt, and ſo good for 


It 15 dc7-ſtable 
- + Tin. Nothing, but. c celtroy, and cate men tO-err, as we have ſeen 
£.:1. beſore. Itfares withit, as I perceive * it doth with fire, keep it 
"A oct inthe chimney, andit ſexves,a5 a.g00d bleſſing of God, for good 
;. 14. fc and neceſlary. ues, but tit. once comeinto the roof of the hauſe, 
«+ ef the and it deſtroys all, becaufe.it i5.not..1n 4ts proper place ; ſo it 1s 
© 71159, here, for this thing: among. men; for Humane and worldly im- 
þ-1/:. Goſpel, and.it will be.found tobe the ſpoiling of the right un- 
Fad he ad Lint anratinr bo Torts ict vicar 1 
+ Tg And yet furthen, ſo, far do I acknowleds Þ+ Tongues to. be of 
. {4 _— u'e, as to yield us the traniJation obtheScriptures; out of one Lans. 
©. _ guage iato another,without which,that we. are. unlearned,could 
g2t come to hays the letter of the, worg, an ſo far there is a ne-, 
celfiry of it for ghar, uſe;;but; that man hich endo go, is Ever 
the more. able toundecſiand the ſpirityel, meaning of; the word 
thereby, that I deny, and withal do aftirm; that anſugderk wnlog, 
man, may. cough the teaching; of: the Spirit, know the mind. 
of God,; which the. other NAY never .rcach: unto; accorfding'to. 
fMt13- that f faying of-our Saviour, 1o. y0uJt 1s given to know the myſbe-: 
ho ries; the ſecrets.of the Kyrdom of Heaven, t2.y00 hes fo fe D'(-. 
c-ples 1t 15 given, but to others, the learned Scr:bes-and Phariſees, 
it was not given: Butin this caſe it may fare, as it did with 
thoſe:that built Noah's Ark, they made a._place of ſafeguard for 
»:em7/,g Others, .but were drowned themſelves :. S0.the'e men may pre- 
#;:/5ue pare a. good help for others, but themſelves be altogether with- 
ty 5; aj out the benefit of 1t ;'a Lanchorn, ycu know, 1s of good uſe to 
©. . contam. the candle, but tet one carry it in a dark night, and it 
-:t:0.4 will dohim no. pleaſure, without a candle. lighted-in it; of the 
[>< ſame _ule.4s 1 Letter of .the org, /it 4s but as a I antiorn or 
: :/044 a Candle without light. * Now the Spirit is the lighrof the Letter, 
EPR: and: o is the Apoltles g oppoſition ; ſuch men then 1n ou & 
# 2 Cvr2, | Pe 
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ſpeCt may be an help to others, and 'yet-when all is done, be but 
caſtaways themſelves, ſeeing as we have before ſeen, the Aigyp- 
tians and Babylonians in this kind of: learning to excel; and it is 
nene other bleſſing then-what the Pope, Cardznals, and other pro- 
feſled enemies of the truth ( asall tor the general confeſs them 
to be ) have in as great a meaſure, and beyond many others 
that profeſs to know the truth, and ſtand ſtifly for this, as a ſpe- 
clal help to underſtand the true meaning of the Lord in the 
Word, which ifit be fo, then by their own grants they have the 
advantage of them, and ſo are to be reverenced of themſelves to 
have more knowledge in it then they ; ſo then they are to ac- 
knowledge their errour, in counting themſelves wiſe above what 
15 meet, or elſe muſt be forced to confeſs, that that learning 1s 
unavallable for finding out. of the mind of God. Neither for all 
this, would I have any to conclude of me, as ſome affirm, that I 
hold all learned men to be excluded from the ſpiritual meaning of 
the Word, God forbid : for, | 
Though the Apoſtle h ſay, , ot many of ſeveral ranks, yet — 
he faith not, there is none, but yet not many : There was one 
Foſeph of i Arimathea, one k Nicodemus, one Deputy 1 Sergi- *Mar.t5 
us Paulus a prudens man; and divers of m_the Priefts. But this "0 
was not uſual, for it is hard for ſuch men to entertain the Acts 13.7. 
truth : Gods ordinary way is among the fooliſh, » weak and A357 
vile, ſo that when as the wiſe, rich, noble and learned, come 2, 28. 
to receive the Goſpel, they then come to make themſelves »Jan-25: 
equal with them of the o lower ſort, the foolifh, vile and un- ,, © 
learned, for thoſe be the true p heirs of it, and therefore it was -Rom.12. 
not in vain that James ſaid, q Hearken my beloved brethren, hath _ _ 
not God choſen the poor ? he. well faw that the rich and carnal; jum. 2.5. 
were, dull of hearing of this matter, but yer he tells them, Goa 
hath choſen the poor of this world. to be rich in faith, and upon 
this con{ideration it is that he wiſheth the r Brother of high degree Jam.1.5, 
20 72joyce in that he was made low, that is, brought in his minde, and * 
account equal with the poor, accounting himſelf never the higher for 
any ſuch excellencies ;, anil ſa the Dales low degree, to rejoyce in 
that he is exalted, that is, thet he was made z { King Prieſt ; Rev. 1.6. 
unto God, and was ſet is —_— with Teſws —_.” 
| ©) 
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ſo as the one is made low in reſpett of any fleſhly confidence he 
hath in ſuch things, the other is exalted, being outwardly poor 
by being in Chriſt Jeſas;anld ſo they both meet in one by reaſon 
of the ſmoak that 13-rifen ot of. the bottomleſs pit, and that the 
r Ep1-2.9. Devil is tcaſt out of Heaven, and all bis Angels with him to the 
AY. 2- earth, which Angels were the faln'u Stars that he drew after his 
* 2-:4- tail, that now he hath of them * hatched ſince a Religion in the 
_— -- world, as that he would-have-the wife, the r44;\the noble, the 
k-le:en oF (earned, the onely ones, andthe: de beholdento them, 
tre D-wils When as this is like himſelf, directly to dppole' Feſwr Chrift, fo as 
6:19 that we may truly ſay with'the Prophet, Lord, who harh believed 

our report ? or to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? 

70:j-7. But it is yet further objeCted go be the manner of ſuch as can- 
not themſelves attain to that: exce/lenzy/ Thar: is in-another, to 
ctiparage that in them, thatſothey might advancethemſelves. 

Ar. This Icontels is a rernal conrſe, that fuch as are themſelves 
fleſhly are ſubjeQt to take, and it may as well be my fault as 
znothers ; but yet I profeſs in the preſence of the Lord, that Ido 
aotallow my {elf in any ſuch courte, neither doth ſuch an excep- 
tion as this beleem a man thet is led by the Spirit of Trith for to 
make againſt any /ervart of Ged, thatprofeſſeth oppoſitionto ſuch 
things, as proſeiiing tobe led thereto by the Word and Spirit of 

* Con 7 rath, * for it favours ſtrongly of the flip, and is too ſuitable to 
ome the pradtece of reprobates, whole pratiice 18:to take: things in the 
by F554 eV: m=u whereas /ove,by which all the Suints ſbould judge, judzes 
gig ethers the beft of things, tall ſuch time it can: eſpy any cauſe ſo to do. 
And tor the lifting up of my {«lf, tobe ſure 1t 1 ſo do, Gods word 
1t is, that he will pluce the mighty from his ſeat, and then you may 
be fure, that according ta his Word my fall willbe far greater than 
my exaltation ran Fofſibly be, and therefore it were beſt for atl ſuch 
as ſo conceive, t9 commit the judgment to the Loyd, and themſelves 
j«dge nothing before the time, nor ſpeak no more preſumptaonſly ; let 
not errogancy come out of your mouth, for the Lord is a God of 
l nowleage, and by him enterpriſes are eftabhiſhed. But yet after this 
manner of reaſoning, carnal men may overthrow the whole Gol- 
pel :. For whereas the Seri thews,char Jeſus Chriſt was with- 
wat form, or beaxty, or wny ſuch thing, wherefore be ſhould be 4 
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the carna/-man will ſoon ſay, no other but ſuch an one would be 
ſo fooliſh;as tv-part from honors, riches, credit, and ſuch like, to 
endure ſo much ſorrow, and need not: and whereas the Apoſtle 
x {aith,' That he took on him the form of a Servant, they would +Pii!. 2, 
ſoon anfwer, and good reaſon why, becauſe he could nor be a 
Maſter: and whereas it is ſaid, He choſe the poor, that will they 
ſay, he muſt needs do, and the fooliſh, for none of the rich and 
wife would be 10 ſimple as to follow him: and whereas he faith, 
Love not the world, nor the things in it, good cauſe why, will they 
ſay, for ſuch Fools as you know not how to get it, or elſe, to be 
{ure, you would-love.1t as well as others. And thus have I given 
you a _ glimpſe, ;how that by this manner of carnal arguing , we 
might overthrow our own Salvation, and fit down in the very 
vail and ſhadow of Death, as full of darkneſs, as this argument is 
deſtitate of truth. 

And thus-having anſwered to ſuch exceptions as I know of, 
made againſt this truth, I come now to ſuch Uſes as it ſhall at- 
ford us. The firſt 1s, | 

To diſcover to us the depth of the great Woe that the world lies | v1; 
«der, ſet forth and y revealed to us, in which the Word of the Rev. g. 
Lord is fulfilled, and men ſee it not; and-this you know the#'”” *- 2 
Scripture in ſundry places makes the:deprh of” a judgment, as in = 
Hoſea, Ephraim is ſaid to have here \and there gray hairs, and yet 
he ſaw them not ;, and in this we know was the ſtrength of thar 2 7" 
z great judgment, that men ſhould confidently take lies for truth, © 
this is 8 made the depth of their woe. And the like 1smani- « , Tjn,, 
felted %:elfewheie by the ſame Apoſtle, declaring, Thar thoagh 2. 
they [peak ties, yeb they were ſo (ſcared: in. their conſciences, as phagetno”: 23 
they felt, wor feared no! danger that they were in, no more than the wie 
man lying drunk did; though he lay ſleeping on the top of the Maſt, rlefe nw 
aud: ſo-rcady tobe dr omnedy yet he feared) it not'; and yer ſuch isthe {;,;;,..; 
dale; the Sun-and-ctheArw being, darkened, their: condition'fanult for /ig/r, 
needs be woful; and yer this kahecaſe of the Inhabitanes of the:*!4 _ ay 
catth; that they 'cannobbe brought to'believe,burthavtheyrares,} 1 
m'a very:good: caſe,” though: 2427 the light of The (glorious } worldly 
which 'is the:Image of God, 4o-nor\fbine CES. _ 


Q ; wv : ; a 2 Cor. 
Apoſtle. Now that by whichithis Sno'isfaid to —— "ke. 
| D 2 the 
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the ſmoke of the botteml: fs pit, and that we ſhall find to be the g/ory 

and power of the falſe Church, called by the name of the Botrom- 

t Ifa.6.4. leſs Pit, And that this may the better appear, we find many 6 

CO 5: places in the Scriptures, manifeſting the glory of God, and his pow- 

with 15. Er to be his ſmoak. Now becauſe God hath ſmoak in his Temple, 

Rev. 8 ſo hath Gods Adverſaryin his Temple alſo, or rather, his bortom- 

leſs Pit : After his {moake, in Rev 9.2, 3. there follows pewer ; and 

it you look 1n the 7,8,and gth verſes, there 15 their glory ; and it 

doth further appear by the thirteenth Chapter, and the 3d verſe, 

that ut was ſo great power and glory, as that all che world won- 

Rev. 16, derehand admired it;and yet this Jeſus Chriſt accounts a great woe 

10,11. 4ud plaga? to them; now part of this*woe, I believe is this learn- 

ing which we have here in queſtion, for as we have before ma- 

.., Niteſted, the Sun light of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt allows nor, for 

12. © the glory of Chriſts Dottrine is, that it is of the Spirits teaching ; 

for when we behold the glory of the Lord in the moſt perfect 

meaſure, ſo as we are changed thereiuto from glory to glory ; yet all 

is from the Spirit of the Lord, ſeeing that he is the promuſed com- 

forter, that is to teach us all good things belonging to our per- 
fetion. 

Then it muſt needs folfow, that is a ſmoaky power and glory, 

flowing from the Kingdow of Satan, and ſo a part of the T ail 

:Rev.12.4 that © the Dragon drew the Stars withal ou him: And 

hence comes it to paſs, that now inſtead of the Spirits teach- 

Þ..>, Ing, according to- Peters Propheſie ,. here are a generation 

00" that do ariſe, which privily bring in damnable errors, and ſo for 

+Til.4.2. ;hat end, forſaking the Spirit of Trath, they ſpeak lies through hy- 

pocriſie : As Paul alſo. witneſſeth they ſhould: do, pretending 

now, that the true and right way for underſtanding the Scrip- 

tures and mind of God was, that men for that muſt learn 

a part from others, onely for that work, and fo tobe taught in 

- Tongues, and divers Languages, and have-their| wits exerciſed 

in Arts and Sciences Humane, and fo ſuch a flouriſh bears this 

iN-mMans -Cenceit, as that it ſeems the onely way that can be for 

a man tobe made fit for this work, fo that before, while the 

Angels kept their ſtation in Heaven, the Spirits ſimple teach- 

ivg was judged ſufficient, without theſe things, for this _ 

| ey 


s we 


men profeſs, they have theſe black ſmoky principles ſtill fo 
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they now being fallen from thence to the earth, 2nd having the 4.5 
key of the bottomleſs Pit, thence it being opened, now ariſeth 2-54 
= d Plato arid Ariftatle, and a multitude more of Heathen ,.... - ,, 
Philoſophers. * Theſe 'are the four Angels that ſtand on the Be on 
four corners of the earth, holding the four Winds that they ſhould ye 
not blow on the earth, 'neither on the Sea, neither on any tree, as hers -- 
being thoſe that have the whole power of | m_— in their the Ange's 
hand not ſuffering, any to blow, but who they pleaſe, and ſo; ,** 
do withhold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, declaring thereby they be Spirits « 
under the wrath 4 Gcd; and they ſeem to yield theſe ſtarry _ _ 
Principles very fitting in their own underſtanding, better to , c,,xer; 
furniſh them with firneſs to open the mind of God, then his $pi- of +6» 

rit can do; whereas before, when as the perfe& teachings off” * 

the holy Spirit was in force, theſe men, of all others, were by Kn.:.3 
reaſon of their Learning and wiſdom, the moſt unutterablett 

men that-were in the world for the receiving of the truth, as 

appears by the teſtimony of Luke, and is not yer, for all the Av 1.13. 
great Sun light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, which theſe [hoe 6] 


ſtifly ſtood for, as that there is no removing of men from the /p7* 


high conceit that they have of them : And doth not this ſufhi- | RK W 
ciently declare, as the Apoſtle faith, That God hath blinded jug, 2 


the minds of men, ſo as they cannot ſee, but are ſo much the 
blinder, becauſe they fay they ſee? And, hence came it to paſs 
that I for mentioning Plato and Ariſtotle, and ſuch like, was 
demanded how I came by the knowledge of that, if not by 
Humane Learning ? with contempt caſf upon: it, as if that+ 0%jc@. 
which I had from them, being human learned men, was of it ſelf 
ſufficient to overthrow the matter which I had there delivered. 

I anfwered then, as I do-ſtill, it was none other but as Pau! Ave. 
mentioned to the Athenians, their own Poets, and' yet for all Att 17- 
that he was as great aft enemy to Humane Learning as I, and: 
greater too. And it is to be minded, as I have before declared, 
that I do not ſe the knowkdge of Humane things, nor 
yet deny, but that we be acquainted withtheir ſayings, as 
the Apoſtle himſelf, and our Saviour was, yea, and t ſome. 
times we make uſe of them too, as occaſion Es 


oy af the Spirits Teaching, "1 
done here, t Tparingly, and' but ſeldom, and when it is, 
that it de of 4 e, as it was ar thoſe three times that Paw/ 
did uſe.them, and no more, that I remember in all the Scripture. 
Now this you ſee the Spirit teacheth, and therefore it cannot pro. 

AQA.-17.28 rly be called Humane Learning, _y m my {ſenſe that I 

np ates nm. to do withal, which is to oppoſe that which is maintained 

T:t, 1. 12. to make men fitting to open the mind of God -1n his Word, which 
is by the learning of Tongues and Arts, as of neceffity, whereas 
this is uſed but by the by, and not to find out the Truth with, 
but it being ſufficiently before proved by themſelves alſo. It 
is the Spirits order to gain acknowledgement of 1t,and this its-no 
other Learning, but what every man without any we re 

(as ye call it ) may attain unto, whereas that that is ſo muc 
gloried 1n is, that a man 1s able aptly to ſpeak according to art 

Rc».19.15 20d knowledge in the Sciences, this is it by which men yer 

"7: s ftillare hatched and bred up, and this I believe was the means of 

1012. bringing inall thoſe abominableerrors that the earth hath drunk 

K5.12-4- j9, both in Doftrines and PraQtice, and ſo have occaſioned thoſe 

noyſom tuſts that drown men in perdition, that the man of God 
15 to fly, as beſt beſeeming the tail of the Dragon, and ſuiting 
with this great woe whichis further manifeſted by comparing 
the Miniſters of Jeſs Chriſt, and thoſe together. 
Now what marks they be known by, you _ read-in 2 Cor. 
6. from the third to the 11. Verſe, where as in a ng-Glaſs, 
you may behold the true PiCtture, both of the one, and of the 0- 
ther ; by them we approve our ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and give none occalion- why our Miniftery ſhonutd-be reproved 
ſaith Paul, In much patience, in afflidtions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, 
1 fripes, in app, in wer wy in labour, in _— - 
ſaſtings, by pureneſs, nowleage, by long-(uffering inaxefs, 
the Holy G by by ——_— FicHs W fe »% by the 4 
er off God, by the Armor of Righteouſneſs ®n the right hand, audio 
the left, by honour and diſhonour, by evil report, and good report, as 
aecetvers, and yet true, as unknown, and yet known; as dying,and yet 
hevold we Ive, as chaſtened, and not killed, as forrowful , and yet 
4/way rejoicing, as poor, and yet making many rich,as having nothing, 
ara. yet poſefſing all things, 
| * Theſe 
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Wes ſe are the Marksby whick Pau approves himfelf * » þ r- 
with his fellow 

quite contrary ma 

be,; they | Ve 


from abiding any, that they be far more ready to make them a- 
painſt others, then to indure them themſelves and for their la- 
ours, which what he means you may perceive by x Cor. 4. 12. 
and that to be ſine they are guiltleſs of; and ſo for their watch-. 
ings, and faſtings, and all the reſt being duly conſidered of, we 
may read the quite contrary fulfilled in them, ſo that of neceſſity 
theze will appear as void a difference, as is betwixt light and dark. 
neſs, and thoſe perſons more fitly ſuiting that deſcription: be- 
fonging to the g Locuſts, then with this deſcription here of the £300"; 
h Apoſtle; fo far are they from what they pretend themſelves to rr. 
be, as that the words of the Prophet came truly to be fulfilled in - 2 Cor.< 


pnr3, 4 Fen $70 anks ir” knowledge perverts. them, or —_; SY 
cauſes 1 to err, and is the wickedneſs they truſt unta; and this is 516.47.10- 


it that lifts them up in their own conceits, ſo far, as that they 
think in,their hearts, and ſtick not to fay with their tongues, that 
r are forthe miniſtration of the Word, and none elfe ; and 
the Lard faith, That their wiſdom and knowledge is the cauſe of this 
their error, and they lay, it is the means of right underſtanding : 
now whether is to be believed God or they, let all Judge, e * 
cially when as we ſee, that the Lord himſelf is againft them for- 
it, in denying others, he denies them, ſaying, therefore ſhall evil 
come upon thee, and thou ſhalt not know where it ariſeth, &c. all- 
which declares the depth of the woe they lie-under, for is not 
thisa woful thing, that of that which God hath made acurſe,. 
men. 


The Sufficiency of vige Spirits Teaching, 
men ſhould makea -bleſſing, and that agaigſt his will, and ſay, 
" his mind. cannot be known,;. what can be more againſt 
um f , ' , hy 

In the next place, that being ſo, that men taught by Gods Spi- 
rit, are through it ſufficiently made able.to.know his mind in 
ward, then. it teacheth us not to account any man any whit the 
'nearer to underſtand the Scriptures by any humaneexcellencies, 
but rather let us be ſuſpitious of, him that hath 'them, for the 
fame, eſpecially if he make uſe of them in-thofe things, for as 


we have feet they be dangerous ;to be leaned, unto. It is 
time that now we ſhould all awake from ſleep, and watch in the 
Spirit, and ſolet the Lord have the praiſe and glory of his own 
race, Not unto us, not unto us, but to his xame be all the glory, 
Neeing it is he only that doth great things. | 
Alſo it may teach all men to ceaſe pinning of their faith upon 
the ſleeves of learned men, for there is no good cauſe why we 
ſhould ſo do ; but to ſee with our own eyes, ſeeing that the juſt 
is to live by his own faith, and to beleive what the Lord hath 
ſaid, which is; that he hath k hid thoſe things, that is, the myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel ( among which, this which now is dec 
is one) from the wiſe and the learned, and this I verily beleive 
is the - wholeſome DoQrine of the Goſpel, and which hath a- 
ainſt it the wiſe and lez-ned, oppoſing and denying of it to be 
0, and ſo confirming the words of our Saviour : therefore need 
we not to wait for their witneſs to it ; but to be glad, and re- 
jyce to ſee his ſaying made true, That he will reveale them to 
Babes, that is, ſimple things in the Worlds eye and account, and 
with this conſideration to overlook all contempt that can be 
upon us for the ſame: For ſo is it now with men: that 
judge that nothing is hid from ſuch and ſuch, whenas we are to 
expett the fulfilling of the prophecy of 1 Zechary, that the Lord 
wid cut off the names of the Idols, and the unclean Spirits of the Land, 
and that while they Propheſie, their Father and Mother that begat 
them, ſhall run them through with the Sword of the Spirit, and ſay, 
7 hz (halt not live, becauſe they told lies in the name of the Lord ; 
and then ſhall they be a/bamed of their Viſion; and it then ſhall 
be known, that their garments, by which they be known and 
eaxen 


: 

I 
: 
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taken gran of to be Miniſters, are garments of deceit ; and 
at that day ſuc hets ſhall be aſhamed of themſelves, as that 
they ſhall diſclaim themſelves for very ſhame, to ſtand in any 
relation to ſuch Prophets, as m there the Prophet ſhews, when » Z-ch.. 
their neereſt friends with arpes ſhall refuſe them , and '3%* 
run thgm through, ſaying, Thou toldft ws lies in the name of the 
Lord ; tuch light it ſeems fhall then appear, as that they them- 
{elves ſhall count him no Prophet that 1s made fo by mans teach- 
ing, Now this teaching in queſtion, is but mans teaching, and 
therfore when as the clear light appears, they ſhalll be aſhamed 
of it, though now they prefer it. 
This Conſideration alſo miniſters matter. of thankfulneſs to 3!” 
God on our parts,for his exceeding kindneſs towards us in Chriſt 
Feſas, for that he is pleaſed to reveal theſe great Myſteries to ſuch 
mean and {imple things as we are, when as he conceals them from " 
the wiſe and prudent : This » uſe Chriſt Feſus himſelf makes, , ,,. 
and gives us to underſtand the true cauſe why, and that he makes 29. 
not any excellency in them more than was 1n others, but onel 
according to the nature of the Goſpel, the good pleaſure of God, 
which 1s indeed the onely ground of all our happinefs,and blel- 
ſed muſt needs all thoſe be, that can with our Saviour truly con- 
clude with the ſame. And fo I come to the next point ; tor ha- 
ving found out who be the learned men that Peter here intends, 
whuch is, they that are taughtby the Spirit of God;then it muſt 
needs follow, that they that are not ſuch, are the perverters of 
theſe and all other Scriptures to their own deſitruCtion : And fo 
this is another 6bſervation, - | 
That ſuch as are deſtitute of the Spirits teaching, * though fur- * Here co 
niſht with Humane Learning, are the perverters and wreſters 0 | otra 
theſe, and all other Scriptures, to their own deſtruttion. of Seri= 
The truth of+ this Concluſion appears plainly confirmed to us 279% 
in the o Phariſees, as our Saviour declares in many patticulars, > 9 
plainly diſcovering the*bl:adneſs of theſe learned reachers,in eſtee- from 16.ta 
ming and preferring of things leſs in themſelves,above {uch as '*: _ --- 
were far greater, as the proportion is made betwixt the Gold of 
the T emple, and the Temple; and the Altar, and that which was 
offered wwereon ; {0 blind were they,that they counted that _ 
| E Oy, 


28 T he Sufficiexcy of the Spirits Teaching, 
*holy,which the Temple & the A/tar made to be holy ;and the ſame 
pdt 13. pelſewhere appears,that for all their learning,they taught direCt. 
+ *ly againſt the ind of Godin his Word. We may ce the ſame 
7 A 13. further commended to us; Bayjeſ#s, one full of all q /#be:1ry in 
6: this kind, but a turner from the faith, and not to 1t, and a per- 
» 1 Tim. x. verter of the ſtraight ways" of .God, The like is to be obſeryed in r 
7: thoſe of whom Paul ſpeaks, that would be Dottors of the Law, 
and yet knew not what they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed, {0 wile 
their Humane Learning did helpto make them, 
1 Reaſon. Now from the Word of God, good Reaſons may be obſerved 
further to confirm this: As firſt, 
Becauſe nothing but the Spirit of God-can bring any to the 
s Cor.2.12 true knowledge of the Word of God, and fo faith the s Apoltle, 
We have received the Spirit of God, that we may know the things 
+ 2 Pet. 1. that are given us of God; and Peter t tells us, that no Scriptare is 
20,21... of any private interpretation ; but in oppoſition to. that, the A- 
ic of Goa, poſtle ſets the Spirit, and oppoſes it to the will of man, and ſo 
cbough in declares that the Spirits interpretation (where it 1s) 1s a publick 
"eva interpretation, and not private; and that men, though indued 
Tinkers,or With great learning, having not the Spirit of God, can give but 
-nimne}- a private interpretation, according to the Apoſtles intent, let 
; berre MEN judge what they will, though it be the Pope, and all his 
chan al Councils of Cardinals and Biſhops, and the teſt of that learned 
{* 296 Rabble ; yet they being deſtitute of the _— can give but a 
:bo:gh m Private interpretation, according to the ſtles mind; where- 
Poper,, As, if a man have the Spirit of God;though he be a * Pedler,T ink- 
Cxrdinsh, Or, Chimmney-ſweeper, or Cobler, he may, by the help of Gods Spirit, 
Biſhops, or = a morepublick interpretation, then they all : for as « Pa»/ 
#reayzers faith of Love, the ſame is to be ſaid of the Sp:rir, Though men did 
15.12. ſpeak with the rongues of men and Angels, and knew all ſecrets, and 
had all knowledge, yet this is out as a ſounding braſs, or tinkling 
- Reakn, Co#%%al, without the Spirit. 
xJoh.9.33 Another reaſon is, becauſe this was one.end of Jeſus Chriſt his 
* uw coming into the world, that they that x ſee, might be made blind ; 
©: and this clearly appears in the Phariſees, * thoſe learned wiſe 


CCONTILL 


rhe com- Men that counted the common people as accurſed, becauſe not 


ed” knowing the Law, and they themſelves ſeeing, bleſſed omes ; and 


therefore, 
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therefore, y ſay they, Do any of ' the Rulers or Phariſees believe y Jot.1.48. 
in him? as touching, that the Rulers and Phariſees muſt needs x 
know the truth; when as-theſe were blizd guides, as our Saviour 
faith, and ſo much = thefe took notice of, that he ſo accounted ; jch.9.49. 
them ; and ſo. alſo thoſe that were 6b1izd in mans fjoht, as was 
the b1;nd man there ſpoken of, He ſees the gift þ God, and be- 
lieves in Jeſus Chriſt for his ſalvation, and yet they refuſe the 
knowledge and light of this ſeeing max, and 4 --ong him for a Ver. 29. 
being born in ſis, and for going about to teach them, ſcorning 
that ſuch learned men as they ſhould be taught of fuch as he 
was, though Jeſ#s Chriſt hath made him learned, and given - 
himſelf for him. | 
Another Reaſon 1s rendred out of the words, 3 Reaſon. 
Becauſe ſuch are unlearned and unſtable ones ; for as before 
we have ſeen ſuch perſons are deſtirute of the * true learning, * The «n- 
ſo alſo are they in-an unſetled and unſtable condition, ſeeing as fad 
the Prophet b witneſſeth, That the Spirit is the eſtabliſber ; neither eels un 
can they be rooted, and eſtabliſhed in the Faith, according to/table ones. 
the Apoſtles e ſaying, ſeeing they be not founded on the Rock ® ons . 
Chriſt Jeſus, but on the Saas of Humane Learning, ariſing 
from a fleſhly mind,deſtitute of the Spirit of Truth,for they have 
not learned as the truth is in Jeſus. | 
Again, it muſt needs be ſo, that ſuch muſt pervert the Scrip- 4 4 
tures, becauſe it is impoſſible for them to go beyond their prin- 
ciple: Now their principle is error, as the following words de- 
clare, and by it they be guided + and led, even thewhole heap +7;,, zu 
of them, as big as it is, axd theſe ſhall ſatisfie mens luſts, and turn heaped 
them from the Faith, unto Fables, as the d Apoſtle long 20 hath _ 
foretold ; for ſuch as are themſelves of the fleih, turn all things /tves,vere 
tofleſhlineſs, for that is it which they ſavour, for to the unclean #4 t» Fa- 
all things are unclean, their confciences being defiled, as e wit- 4;Tw.4. 
neſſeth the Apoſtle : Hence was it, that when as our Saviour f 4, 5. 
bad the Jews to deſtroy this Temple, meaning his g body; they a 5 
themſelves heing carndl, underſtood him to ſpeak of the Tem- 7 Ver.25. 
ple of Jeruſalem.And {o the C aparnaits,when as Jeſus Chrift tells 4s 
them, He will gjve them h of his. fleſh to eat, they being carnal, pa 
cannot bear it, arfl all becauſethey = deſtitute of the Spirit, for 65. 
2 X it 


Sufficiency of the Spirits Teaching, 
it was ina ſpiritual ſenſe that he intended it. And the like is to 
'5 be ſeen in Nicodemus a Phariſee, and ſo a learned man, being a 
Teacher, and a Ruler of the Jews; this man, for all this, when 
as Jeſus Chriſt tells him, That he muſt be born again, otherwiſe 
- he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; he ſeeing no further 
| than into the natural birth, dermands how that could be, T hat z 
| wan when he is old, ſhould enter into his mothers womb, and be 
born again ? ſo deſtitute was he of the ſpiritual meaning of the 
mind of Jes Chriſt in his Ward. 
3m. Another Reaſon ( methinks) included inthe words is; 
Becauſc ſuch perſons are uſually veſſels of wrath, prepared to 
* Thoſe to deſtruction; * therefore they drive all to the ſame end, to which 
von te themſelves belong ; The Goſpel is the ſavour of life to life in 
ior of them that areſaved, but is the ſavour of dexth to them that periſh : 
death, Yet would I not from hence have any to conclude, that I deny 
mA :o {alvation to learned men, as ſome in effet have affirmed ( as 
;n their © T hear ) of me, for the Scripture is againſt it, as is already before 
waz. declared from the / Apoſtle though there be ot many.” Burt yet 
ac. © © this for certain is the worſt work that a carnal man can under- 
take, to meddle with the Scriptures, ſeeing that he abuſeth them, 
and that to-his own deſtruQtion ; for the Word is a Sword with 
two edges, which whoſoever that is carnal meddles with, it wall 
4Rom2.5 run into his heart, to k hardep it .againff; the day of wrath. And 
{o I conceive the point is clear and plain, That men without Gods 
Spirit, though furniſht with Humane Learning, do wreft the Scrip- 
tures to their own deflruffion. | 
u Ohjet. But here it will then be demanded, how ſhall we know whe- 
ther we have the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of Error ? 
iſm. 1 anſwer that the Spirit of God is a,ſufficient Witneſs to it ſelf, 
ſeeing, that the Spirit is Truth. Now this agreeing, as tt doth 
with the Word, needs not any other teſtimony of it ſelf, becauſe 
it is the Witneſs of God, and thatis the greareſt,as ſaith John, the 
/1Jotn's. I Spirit beareth witneſs, for the Spirit 1s Truth. And again, m 
W—_ Juh. 3, Hereby me know that he abitleth in us, even by the-Spirit that be hath 
gSTFUER HS. 
Next, it is tobe known by its operations andiworks: as firſt | 
at ſavors jpiritual things :: They that are after he fleſh, faith the 
| Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, » {avour the things of” the fleſh, and they that are after the , _ 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. And again the © Spirit is lifefor ,, 
righteouſneſs ſake, and is {aid to be. of a quickning prand' an exli- Gods Sp: 
wening nature for righteouſneſs. The fruits of itare turther mani-,,,,," ,, 
feſted in'q other places. Now theſe things. being found in us, do L mighy 
witneſs for God againſt Error, though it ſer it ſelf up with never 79% 
ſo high an hand : And yet here ( methinks ) 7 hear the worldly , yer. ::. 
learned men ſaying to me, as did r Zedetiah,' When went, the 4 Gil.5-22, 
Spirit of God from them, to fuch'as 1 ſpeak of ?. To this I anſwer, 3... 
that with Zedekiah, ſuch perſons do but beg the queſtion, and - i Kings 
take for granted, like him, that which they never had, for that 22-24 
could never depart from him which was never withhim,therfore © 
though he were great and his companions meny as is 5{hewedanti - Vers. 
that Mrcajah was but one poor -Prophetalone, and! hated of the - 
King, yet he had the Spirit of God, when as all-the other were led 
and ruled by the /ying Spirit ; and though Jeſu? Chriſt, and his 
dearned ones,cannot be believed-of the great and honourable Pre- 
phets of the world, but. by Zedekiahs ſhall be ſmittenon thecheek, 
when by them this queſtion is:demanded of the Lords. Prophets; 
yer this anſwer may be given them, that when as they come"to 

ide themſelves in ſecret, and to be aſhamed of their#:ſor, and 


that the t jevey: /aff lacs comes to.be fulfilPd, ſpoken of inthe ; Rev. ag... 


Revelations, then they ſhall find the sr«th of the 4efimany that 1: 
3s bornagainſt them, though .in the mean time the ſervants gf 
the Lord be committed to priſon, there to eat the bread of affli-. 
#10n, and the water of affliit:on for their teſtimony. | 

But though it be granted that Humane Learning is-£0 help to 3 06s. 
underſtand the mind of God, yet is it not uſeful to. furniſh us 
wh words to expreſs our ſelves in the dehvery:of the Gof- 
I anſwer with Pal, that the + whole Scriptures is given of God, Ante. 
and is profitable to make the man of God abſolate und throughty u * Tc 
furniſhed to every good work : Whence Tconclude, thatif the Serip- "er eo 
turebe perfett and abſolute for every good work, then'it is {o forthat, is gives of 
ſo thatthen there isnoneedof mes wiſdomto help the Miniſters 2%. 
of God. And ſo yet further, ſaith the Apoſtle,that he & preached ;. 16. 
#he Goſpel,not with wiſdom of words; if not with wiſdom of _ — z. 


RC Oren. a —_. "_ - 
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then I conclude, they are needleſs, and ſo much the next words 
declare, Left,ſaith he, I ſhould mate the Croſs of none effeff. And 
again, 1, Brethres , 1aith he, when'T came unto you, came not with 

»1Cor.2.1 they: excellency af words; or of . wiſdom, ſhewimg unto' you the 
Councel of God, but frees himſelf tromit,denying that his preach- 
: Ver.g. #nz ſtood in the z mticing ſpeech of mans wiſdom, but on the con- 
trary, in the plain evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit, And 
« Ver.z. "afterwards he gives the 4 reaſontor: it, that their Faith ſhould not 
-be'i the wiſdom of men;by which;:irſtetns, it sſubjeUt ſo'td be, 
if that were uſed ;: And foowe find-that'indeed iris, and-not in 
the power of God, by the plain demonſtration of the Spirit. Atid 
though in all this:one would think'the Apoſtle had faid enough 
in-chis'matter:for the-manner of the delivering of the truth, yet 
b 1 Cor.2. for all-this he-hath? not done with'it, but minds it yet $again, 
13. or (Autres: things as we know thewms,ſo we alſo feoat uot with words, 
c 1 Cor. 4. Which man# wiſdom teacheth. And {d again « {lightly paſſeth over 
19. the words of the falſe teachers, as not worth the knowing or re- 
.parding ; therefore he faith, Whew he comes he will kwow, not their 
' words, but their power. Ando again; he condeſcneds tothe falſe 
d1Cor. Teachers ſofar,'ts'to confeſs-tharhe was d rude im ſpeaking; but 
i... #ot form knowledee + By all which places it plainly appears,thar 
mans wiſzons ts to be rejetted, evenin ſpeaking the Word of God, 
'and thar\none/tre' to-affetbany exceltlency-that way, but to con- 
rent” themſelves 'ever-with'the iufe of the natural abilitiesthey 
have, without'any art or 8Kill in kearming further. WA 20. 
40%jet. But Apollo isfaid tobeaneloguent man, and mighty inthe Scri- 
12 Peares, Afts 18.24. | = 
Arſe. 2 Arif doubles was Þ an/jand Moſes, and thoſe mentioned in 
. "A #9. 'ndyetas I have before manifeſted; that when as all 
theſe came toreceive the Fazrh, they left, forſook, and contemn- 
ed all thary ſo:dokbelievexras itherewith thisman, that when 
as he came tobe taught further wthe knowledge of Chrift,that 
- he'then/becume.morerand! more! Fbitable to the rudeneſs and: ir 
plicity ofOpreathinzn the Gofpet, as well as'Panl}; For never after- 
wards do we read thathe\wascommendedby:that-term, for ſuch 
manner of excelleney was propetito the Law;and not to the Gof- 
pel in any degree. -But ſecondly, -take it for granted, that _ _ 
ite 


£& 
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ſiſted in his eloquence, JE appears that it was fuch as he. had 
obtained by being mighty in the Scriptures : And thisalſo further 
juſtifies a former Anſwer, that the Scripture alone is ſufficient to 
farniſh us with expreſſion. So now the point remaining ?r«e for all 
this, That men deſtitute of the Spirit, having Humane Learning, 
do pervert the Scriptures to their own deftynttion. This in the fir 
place may teach 

All men, that are without Gods Spirir, how wiſe and learned 
otherwiſe they ſeem tobe, to beware of medling with the Scriz 
eres, it is the worſt work that poſſibly they can undertake, for 
in ſo doing they meddle with that, in which they have no skill, 
and ſo wound themſetves, : for it is a ſharp two edzed ['vord, and 
they having no skill to handle it, tobe ſure, it will dangerouſly 
wound then to their own deſtrudtion.: but ſeeing the ryuth 15 
ſo, as that they have neither ears to hear, hor hearts ro under ſtand 
it, therefore I will thus paſs it over : and 

In the next place, take notice, that ſughperſons without Gods 
Spirit , whatever they be elfe, yet they be both #xlearned 


and «nft.:ble men, according to the mind of God: fo the e wnhe- «Corrs. 


Uſe t.. 


C/e 2, 


liever 1s called of Paul, atwxlearned man: andTo muchiin effeR; 24 


f Fames tells us of a Faithleſs mans 7»conſtancy, that he is roft a- f Jam. 1. 
bout like a wave, and is unſtable in all his ways of Religion, for in- $73 


deed wanting the Spirit to e/abliſh him, he is driven hither and 
thither of every blaſt and breath of maxs wiſdom; andſo much ex- 
perience, without any more Scriptures, daily proves upon every 
change of Orders, and Ordinances of Religion: how confident 
have many wiſe worldly learned men been of their ftab:lity,for be- 
ing brought to yield to this or that ? yet when the raging waves. 
of the Sea hath roared but a little, how have theſe men fallen. 
from their ſuppoſed fabs/ity and Eh ? ſo that inſtances I 
need not name, every ones ſmall experience can bring forth 
enough : but from all this there is given us to ſee the Scriptures 
roll ed before our eyes, for our confirmation, andtheir juſt con-. 
viction, + 6 EA Wn 

Now in the next place Twill manifeſt in ſome few particulars, 
how theſe learned men(but according to Perers intent, unlearn- 
ed men) do pervert the Scriptures, making their interpretations 
as. 
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as carnal as themſelves, for when as the Scriptures ſpeak of learn. 
ing(and ſo by it do for the moſt part commend unto us the learn- 
ing of the Spirit of Truth,as before we have ſeen from this Text, 
and many more places) theſe perſons preſently apply them to 
Humane Learning, and the Texts are all by them wreſted and 
perverted : andin this kind many inſtances might further be al- 

edged. Firſt concerning the Church, whereas the Scriptures do 
Authorize Chriſtians to gather thenſelves together in Chriſts 

- Mat.1s, Dame, and ſo havethe g promiſe of Gods preſence in ſo doing, 
20. This they preſently deny to-be the intent of the place, and fay, it 
i5 to be meant of two or three come together in performantce of 

prayer, or ſuch like, contrary to the ſcope of the place, which 

treats onely of ſuch as are in Church Order, and have committed 

to them the power of binding and looſing , with the promiſe of 

Chriſt Jeſus his approving of the ſame by them; and belides, 
where,in the Scriptures,is Chriſt Jeſus faid to be in the midlt of 

h Les. 16 any but his þ Churches. And further, whereas the Scriptures 
> Cor. 7. ſpeak of the Church, Tetnple, and Houſe of God, applying theſe 
16. ſayings to believers, and ſuch as are i builded upon Chriſt by faith, 
Pu 132- theſe they wreſt & pervert,in applying theſe titles to their houſes 
Rev.ia.r. Of lime and ſtone ; calling them the houſes of God, and Temples 
Rev.2.1. for him to dwell in ; though the Scriptures be plain to the con- 
ay COr-6: trary, as Stephen declared to the & Councel long ago, and that 
:c:.2.5. from the Teſtimony of the / Prophet long before ; and ſo our »- 
with 1 Pet- Sayiour hunſelf to the woman of Samara, denying for the time 
- >; +. © come any ſuch places as the Jews and Samaritans doted on, 
47. 23.50. but tells her, and us, that ſpiritual ſervice in » any place, as he 
/ 114.96. 1- faith himſelf, ſhould pleaſe him, though it” will not give carnal 
1, © men contehit. Likewiſe arenot the Scriptures alledged frequent- 
z Mat. 18. Iy by theſe learned men for- the Nation and People's being the 
_— Church of God,and for the ſame end, National obſervances;,as the 
High Preiſts conſecrated and ſet apart for the ſervices of the 
Church,and ſo- under him the reſt of the holy Prieſts, with their 

holy garments, and riches, and ſuch like, for their maintehiance, 

and for this purpoſe the,Scriptures pledged in a moſt plentiful 
manner, both from the Law and the Ptophets, for the juſtifying 

of their names, orders, and adminiſtrations, when as if it be hy 

| ritua 


L 


« 


| ey 
|Law and the' Prophets, Say ex as it were; by the hair of the 
| head, the Scriptures, to ſpeak tor them;,and their delicious living, - 
{faring,like D:ves,deliciouſly every da ; whereas tlie Elders of Je-- © * 
{ſus Chriſt ſhould < feed the flock of -God,: not caring for it for x2 Pet-5-., - 
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ritually difcern'd,and theScriptures not wreſted nor perverted,it 
will be found true as Perey ofaith, that not everyNation, nor any * AS>10. 
moreany Nation, but inevery Nation them that fear the Lord, and © > 
none other, are accepred of him : whereas Chrift-Jeſus himſelf pharh pre.1 2.7 
told -us, that the q Beafts ſhould: have power over every Kzndred, wih Rev. : 
Nation, and Tongue, and that the National Cities ſhould fall, '5;'% n 
whereas Mount Sion, the City of God, ſhall never be moved, as Pati. 
ſaith the r RR and alſo. the Apoſtle ; by this then it ap- , 14. :2 
pears, that all 'luch Scriptures as-are' alledged: for the maiote- 
nance - of a; /atione! Church, ate /perverted, :being-that long; 
{ince the Lord hath rejeRed it, now accounting a company of 

that ſhall: Rev.14.1 


Saints in fellowſhip with himſelf to be Mount 5 Sion, 


never. be_ moved, and. theſe he- hath made # Kings. and:Priefts ©. 149; 
to God. The like we may ſee.in the. Miniſters of the Charcti,” $0 


ſecing tha they. were - of 'old -titnes' ins that. Church:to be hot Rev: 1:5. 
norable; perſons, in outward honour and eſteem, for their names *75.'2 
Prieſts, tor- their callizgs above the reſt of the people, « diſtinit 
body of themſelves, for their; apparel, different in their admini- 
ſtrations. from other of the people, and ſo for their :waintenance, 

by ,tythes, and offerings t which had: a reſpect to:Chrift, and 

were in him to have their end,as the'Apoſtle s'declares,as being «Ga.4r2- 
but worldly rudiments. Yettheſe men, tho they profeſs themſelves 
Minifors of Feſ«s Chriſt,and under the Goſpel, yet.child like as ui-! 

der T «tors and Governors, do, 7 t obſerve: theſe things-after: the 
rudiments of the world; and ſo ſuitably to .the::Golpel;: candor 

abide to approve themſelves to. be Manifters'of:Chrift, by ſuch _ _. 
marks as his Word-affords, as :wE. have «:befofe conſidered; fom 4. to 
but they muſt bemen-of Honor, and; ſuch-as be. di{tinEt from ©- 10- 
thers, in their a maintenance, andſuch like ; diſhoner;and 


| reproach, and nakednels, and Jiving-on meer {Alms;, they cannot 


brook; but they beſo far from working withtheir own hands for _ 
their own neceſſities, asthe Apoſtle requires that they Miniſters27 1.7 
of the Goſpel ſhould do, as that they wreſt! the Scriptures of the ** 


* » 
- » 


{filthly lucre, but of a ready mind. 'F Bur 5 
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But leaving ehb® you ſuch as theſe are, whach declare 


them-to be more. ſuitab © and the Law, which tends 
unto wrath _ then fuch mm _—_ On 

... + - | and made partakers liberty of rhe ſervanits 
Objc.1- I will ſpeak of ſome few rs: rarer / indifference among 
with the them and us. You know it is rn; againſt us, becauſe 


Anſiver. 
a Ts 68. of our departure, out of the 4 TS of - ro ons Saviour, be« 


ing theſe, Jn go, thou haſt the words of ererwal fe? | 
From whence 1s conclad Libr ley hes Texr bent pervert. 


ed, that we, in-leavin m4 no fortake jeſs Chriſt; wivecin 

they take it for gra nanberk be is withrhem, «nd Bot wath thoſe 

re forlake them: -whereas the Text is tleat to prove, that the 

i$ot.6. words.of ecernal life arein him, as 6 hiraelf ſairh alfs, The words 

© that $i ſpeak are Spirit and lift'; and this wto'deanies; but that he 
that bathithe ath life; te that hivhirorthe Son, hath no Life : 

Bur tet not the Textbe wreſted, yet what proof is here that An- 

fichrift hathy'the words of eternal life, wid that there is no for- 

faking of bim;and _—_— know wherein the difference lies, 

_ that this 18 the! comtroverfie,and how that theſe _ 

hn he ox0Chriſt;arid tothe word of Eternal life, ſce- 

e 16. Ki6. inghar the Lords binds the teſtiriony, and ſeals up the Law 


caken for none other but Penn Mie and & Vail drawh over 


to-beguile the ſimple 
Sjef.2. - Upon this fame ad great exception againſt 


us, which is, Where weha -- _— ok cf x we any ) 


if not among them ?and Io raking # for granted, that we hed 
it i ona cry ide ai 6 he N 
ſtotn their gods, rank oo 

pole, this'a ag, that that C iv 


4Pfl.ro.; Whichis able to is ences tom 


; fo tharcilf'it can 'provedthat theſe feave ' 
Chri id forties che words -of nevnad fe the Text maſt be” | * 


4 b 


Rom.i.15 Now for: Anfiver Beveunts, i 1519 BB by aliride;hia anal | 


2 +> on;doch proper tothe # Word of the Lord? Now this 


ePEi 147. word by which weare atl begottth, k the propet Portion of the! | 


19:20 Church of God, edivers Scriptutes declate: Hence then mnlt 
| rGeput fr it aeetls follow; unwhoſocyerue cohiverted tothe Lord, thoſe 


———. 


by | 
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by vertue of their converfion” belong to the true Chnrch, * be-* Comeer:; 
caufe, as is nega words hers, and therefore they are to */g 
cleave to her, and forfake thofe places where they were Convert- Church. 
ed, and that for this reaſon, becauſe the Lord himſelf is f faid to fPai73.6 
count,when as he writes the People, that this man'was born there, 

that is,in S:oz,the Church of God; tho that the man were con- 

verted in mans account in Babeland Paleſtina, yet the Lord when 

he counts, ſhall write the converted man to be born in Sioz bis 
Cherch: Now all Gods People ſhould count and write as God 

doth, and give Babe/ no hofour at all of their conyerſion, becauſe 

the oth not give her any ; and the ſame thing is abundant- 

ly ſeen in the Conyerts, oat _they are 2 exhotred to leave thoſe g At.2.40 
places where they wereconverted, and fo they did, as the h Seri- 04: # 
prare manifeſts in many places,which might be noted. 424 

Again it is tobe minded, that God himſe[fcounts all the fairh- 

ful to belong to the i Woman, the Church of God, as appedt$inthe ;p.,;2, 
Revelations, where the Man-child, as is evident by & other places, k Exod. 4. 
contains all the fairhful, even the whole Church of God : This Sox 73: 
in I/«y 66. 7, 8. where the Mex-child is interpreted to be # whole 
Nation of Children, including all the faithful. Now this Woman is © . 
faid tobe in Travasl, ering, and if yours be that Church that is 

in this Travail, crying, and 1n pain, according to tlie Scriptures, 

T am content the Child ſhall be acknowlec yours, but 1if.it*be 

in jollity and without ſorrow, putting the others to Pain, and rea- 

dy to cut the /iving Child in pieces, how then can Iacknowledge 

it for the true Morhey ? when as alfo the Apoſtle faith, That Je- 
rufalem that is from above is the m Mother of as all, and ſhe is m Gal4 
not one that gendrech to bondage but to freedom, as faith the A- 
poſtle,and therefore methinks it appears that every ones comver- 

fron ſtrangly binds.him tomake ſpeed to that Church which con- 

ſiſts of ſuch as are faithful in Jeſus Chriſt, as being the proyer in- 
heritance ro which they all belong, and to know that all ſuch pla- 

ces as arealledged toconclude otherwiſe, be but wreſtec: and per- 
verted, though never ſo fair a.gloks be ſet upon.them, for God, e- 


ver ſince the the beginning, hath p»t enmity betwixt the ſeed of 
the Woman, and the fedf Fa 


the Serpent, and accurked ſhall all they 
F 2 be 
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be that joyn thoſe togerther,that God hath ſo far ſeparated ; and 
theretore let rione of Gods ſervants ſtand with one foot on Mount 
Si0#, and another on Babylop, leſt that which is halring be turn- 
__ _, ed out of the way, ZH. 12. | 
otje.3 Another Objettionagainſt usis brought in the defence of your 
Miafern, after this manner :*©: 
That Miniſtry that doth the work 0 the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſpoken of in Ephef. 4. for the perfetting 4 the Saints, is a true 


Miniſtry, but your Miniſtry (you [a Jorh the. (ame work, &Cc. , 
Anſir. _ Was it the work of £ Mr the Apolis Oe. to read 
Divine Service, Charch women, Marry Bury the Dead, and fuch-like 
ſervices as theſe are? Did the Apoſtles perfei? the Saints after 
this manner ? For who knows not but that this is the ſubſtance 
.of what your office of Miniſtry binds you unto? As for Preach- 
1ng, that may be diſpenſed withal, anda littte now and then,may 
{ſerve the turn. 2 EE: ds | | 

© Belides, as is granted, your offices arenot:the ſame there-men- 
tioned, that Teſs; Chriſt y Xx on high gave gifts unto, for you have 
others, that, the Scripture ſpeaks ;not any otherwiſe then by the 
» Rev. 19. 1 names of blaſpbemy :, But forthe power.and work of the Mini- 
3 ſtery, which you-ſay is an{werable go that of the Apoſtles, by 
your gathering of the Saints together, taking it for granted that 
you ſay,from what do you convert them ? If from the power of dar ;- 
neſs, as you would ſeem to imply, into the Kzngdom of Chriſt, as 
-Col 1.1>. © did the Apoſtle, then by. your. own grant,'n the power of dark- 
refs you found them; and the truth is,that where you found them, 
there you leave them ; when you found them before their con- 
werſion, you profeſſed of them that they were regenerate and born 
anew, to what then do you convert them? or have you converſion 
after regexeration? you allo bade: theſe perſons before, to take and 
eat in remembrance that Chriſt died for them, and ſo give them the 
Seals of life and ſalvation ; and-yet after all this, you being Mi- 
niſters to them, come to juſtifie the truth. of your Miniſtry by 
your coxverſion of the peoeees that you ſay have no need of a- 
mendment; and'yet whenall is done that you plead for, they ſtil 
abide in the ſame Church under the ſame M:zifry, in the ſame 
worſbip that. they were converſant in' before : whereas Days * 

Clare 


ſerve the lrving God. Now it been long acknowledged and 


| ſles # advice, ſaying, if Fl 
c 
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clared before, that -when as the. Apoſtle converted any, thoſe 
converts left: their former. places, turning from d«mb Idols to 


47 


* Mimu- 


profeſſed, that the worſhip of your Church, * and the Miniſtry 0 
rh out of the wa Nap? and mult needs be pr gs , ores _—_ 
elſe the judgment of God cannot but light upon you, as hath faith be, 
been maniteited in the firf and ſecond &dmonition to th: Parlia- _ 
ment, in the days of Queen Elizabeth ; and all know that yet. it 
continues the ſame that then it was, and if it were ſo bad then, 
as tt 1s reported, that a thouſand - Minifters ſaid it was, ſmall 
cauſe have any to plead Converſion, when as they ſhall continue 
1n ſuch abominationt,-as that the plagues of God cannot by their 
own confeſſion be with-held : Seeing that the Scriptures and 
Spirit of God teacheth us,that the p fear of the Lord teacheth m7 pPtd.11g. 
to refrain their feet from every evil way, and to cleanſe our ſelves" _ 
from all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſprrit, and togroy up unto fall ho 
lineſs iu the fear of God, or the worſoip of Goa, as our Savior q in-9 Mat-4- 
terprets it, and to hate the very r garment ſpotted by the {eſp N ow - 2 yo 
theſe things well conſider'd , it will appear that the ſeveral Scrip- 
tures that are continually hy, for the maintenance of your 
Miniſtry, are but ſo many flouriſhes by which the Word of 7rath 
is wreſted and wringed like to a. Noſe of Wax, contrary to their 
proper intents and ſcopes,to ſerve ther own turns, which who 
they be, of you, or others, that are the perverters of them, God 
knows, and one day will judge betwixt the righteous and the 
wicked, and give to every one according as his works ſhall be: 
In the mean while, to me it appears plain , that men deſtitute of 
the Spirit of. God, be ey as learned as may be in mars learning, 
yet do they pervert all Scriptures to their own deſtruftion, 
when as the unkearned one, ſimple men and women, having the- 
Spirit of Truth 1n them,ſhall rightly know them,and Gods mind 
in them for their great comfort. 

Again, ſeeing this is ſo,that ſuch men do thus pervert the Scri- 
ptures, this ſhould provoke all that are made able Miniſters of 
the Spirit, as faith the 5 APR, that they take the ſame Apo-: 2 Corn 

ou put the brethren in remembrance of > Tha 
a good Miniſter of Feſms Chriſt : 1f thous, ** 
Put 


theſe things, thou ſpalt 
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pit the Brethren in'temiembrance of theſe'things, What things? 
- 1 From Thoſe things mentioned s before; how that the Spirit hath fore. 
ye rt rold'of- Dottines of Devils, how-rhat men ſhould ſpeak L 
 *Zach.13. through Hypocrifie, &. ar by alſo foretold, that-rhe x 
3 - | ther and Vother of the Prophet ſhould ſay, That he told them 
* Lyes in the Name of the Lord. Tf thou put the Brethren in re- 
* membrance of theſe things, becauſe they are ſubje& to forget 
them, and thou ſhouldeſt be their Remembrancer , which if 
thou do; thou ſhalt be a good Miniſter 5 or Chriſt, which 
haſt been , nouriſhed up in the words of Faith and good Do- 
&rine'; then mark, theſe _ are not Error, nor Lyes, nor he 
a falſe Teacher that ſpeaketh of them, ug Miniſter that 
hath been nouriſh'd up in Faith and good ine, which was 
.., continvally taught of Paz/, and heard of Timothy : And to this 
'» 1 Tim.6. is to be added what the Apoſtle y ſaith further in this matter, 
34 declaring, That he that conſenteth not to wholſom DoQtrine , 
that is, according to Godlineſs, is puft up, and knows nothing, 
but dotes about 'words, and as ſuch an one, as is ſo far t 
by the fleſh, as that he is ro be ſeparated from ; therefore 
ood Viinifters, as we fee,ſhould be careful of theſe things , as 
nowing.of whom they ſhall receive their Reward , and whar 
{hall alſobe their portion from men of the World, in that which 
x Rev. 11.35 + death in the World, but 2 life with the Lord ; Be faithful 
7 Rev. 14. FHerefore tb the Death, and you ſhall have a b Crown of Life; de- 
12. claring the power of the Spirit of the Lord m you. 
- Rev. 2  Nowin the laft place, I will conclude with the Exhortation 
"06 ;. Of the c Apoſtle in the words following, Tea, rherefore Beloved, 
c 2 Pct. 3. ſeeing ye knew theſe thimgs before ; What things ? among others 
46,1% Thoſe, that worldly learned men, are Gods umlearned men , be- 
ing deftitore of his Spirit, beware and take.heed leſt ye alfo, as 
well as othets, (you being ſabjett to it) beplucked away, before 
you are aware, into the Error.of the wicked, tothmk that Gods 
Myſteries can be attained to by ans learning., and fo you fall 
1Rowr from your own fedfaftnefs, which is 4 through Faith, for by 
ePlat.;1. . Fx#th ye ſtand, and by the Spirit, for by itye are alſo e eftabliſht; - 
and fora Preſervative againſt this Error, as oppoſite to it , grow» 
and imreaſe in the grace of God, and the knowleage of the Lord Fe- 


MS 


 Withos HUMANE LEARNING, | 
s C959, whith is thas that will preſerve. you from Ewvor., 
ow to kitn be ory, not tous, nor to man, bur to him dur. 

Loyd Fofw Chriff,both now and for evermors.” amep. _ - | 


Ih. 64. 25. 

7 be Lord frafflteterh the tokens of the Lyars, and indheth Divers. 
me, turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh their knowledge. 
FooliſDwefs.. | 90K 

A F1IN.IS. 


<— Fn. ” Þ 
ect. ——. 


— — 


PQS.TSCKEP.T. 


Aving before the Death of this Author been well acquainted 
. with him, and taſted that Spirit of Light and Truth. which: 
ih bt: day #i4 more than vainary pour oat upon him, by which 
he was enabled to miniſter ſeaſonable words, to the refreſhing of many- 
weery ſouls, and alſo to contend againit thoſe Corruptions and Tn-- 
ventions which men. brought into. the Worſhip of God, raging like 
the mighty Wittrs atain?t all the Servants of God which | oppoſed: 
them in the ſame; I mean, the power of Prelacy which ruled them in: 
that day, the weight of whoſe per _ hand, this Author, while he- 
lived, had his ſhare ; and when he dyed, not ſaffered by them to ave 
that which they called, Chriſtian Burial : But his Friends were = 
ced to lay his Body in the High-way, as one which was n : 
among the Tranſgreſſors, of whom, I oy ſay, The World! wass 
not worthy. But my intent in writing this harſh word, is not tos 
commend the Author, but to tender to thy Review the Matter» of” 
the foregoing Book, the Bent thereof, is to advance the Teachings of © 
the Spirit of Chri#, in the unfolding of the Myſtery of the Goſpel” 
to the hearts of men, as the choice Revealer of that Glory of Truth; 
ro the Joul, which will change from glory to glory into 'its own dike-- 
weſs, a Truth much oppoſed by men of corrupt minds in this day,aud? 
therefore it becomes all that tove the Lord fu in ſincerity; to ſhind? 
upon their match, and be earneſtly begging of the Father of Liens ; 
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thatSpirit which may help them to judg. of things that differ,and 

Lad Far ſtrait paths, rryngal fe ad holding that whi 

is good. T how wilt find in this Tratt the Spirit of the Author ſtrong- 
ly and. Zealouſly contending for the advancement of the Spirit of 
yh which if therein thou meeteſt with any words that may ſeem 
harſh againſt that which men advance, let it not be an offence to thee, 
bur try whethey it be agreeable to the form of ſound words or no. I 


ſhgll-detain thee no er, but \ my deſires to the Lord is, that all 


his Iſrael may more and more know the truth, as it is in Jeſus , for 
ning as the Sun more to their perfett clearneſs, knowing the nig 


. 
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far paſt, and the day near approaching; that ſo we may walk as the 


Children of the Light, waiting for the glorious appearing of him that 
will come, and not tarry. © © | 
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Yours in the Love of Chrift, . -- 
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"WILLIAM KTFFEN. 


